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Lecrure XXXII, 
Discharge of Membrane the Ute- 
External 


rus.— Dysmenorrhea, 
Organs of Generation. 
Women sometimes labour under a dis- 


h and shaggy; and it 
ittle likeness to what 
i the tunica decidua of the ovum. 
Month after month, when menstruation 
should occur, this membrane may pass away ; 
and along with it there may be red dis- 
charge, not of the catamenial kind, but san- 
guineous, and with concretions ; and there 
is frequently pain, of a cutting, grinding, 
forcing nature, not unlike the pain of mis- 
carriage. 
To this disease, which is exceedingly 
troublesome, though not i 
ie 


fluence. I think 

solution of the sulphate of zinc in camphor 
' mixture, as appearing, in some cases, to be 
of service; it is to be used in the way of 
uterine injections, and not taken into the 
stomach, The most effectual cure of all, 


No. 310. 


not always offensive to the sex, is impreg- 
nation. Denman is under a mistake, when 


concep 
place, yet it is by po means impossible.’ 
Of the drat recorded cases of thes kind is Tre- 
lated by Morgagai; and this was the case of 
a Florentine lady, who, at his suggestion, 
separated from her husband for a time, that 
different remedies might be tried. Tired 
with medicines which were employed with- 
out success, she again cohabited, became 
pregnant, carried the ovum for three months, 
and then miscarried. During the whole 
time of the pregnancy, of course (menstrua- 
tion being suspended ) she remained clear of 
the disease, and for some months after- 
wards, but, ultimately, it recurred. Now 
this case shows impregnation may be accom- 
plished, and that where this im ) 
occurs, the disease may certainly be cured 
for atime ; nor is it unreasonable to hope 
that @ permanent cure might be obtained, at 
least in some cases, provided the foetus were 
carried for the full period of nine months, as 
it seems evident that by a pregnancy com- 
plete in all its parts, a thorough change must 
be made in the condition of the uterus, 

It is of no small importance to the female 
character that you should be well acquainted 
with the disease I am here considering, To 
miscarriage it bears a great resemblance— 
the grand features are the same ; the pains, 
the eruptions of blood, the escape of mem- 
brane, are, altogether, enough, in a country 
town, to set every tongue in motion; and 
perhaps the only peremp and decisive 
difference between the two tions is, that 
in miscarriage there may be an e ‘o, but 
in mem menstruation, neither the 
embryo nor its parts are ever seen. This 
disease, ] am fully satisfied, may occur in 
women of undoubted honour. Nor is it 
difficult, in part, to explain this. When 
conception and formation occur, the deci- 
duous tunic of the ovum is not formed by 
the rudiments, but it is generated by the 
inner membrane lining the uterus, as extra- 
uterine pregnancy proves. The action, 
therefore, which produces the membrane of 
which we now tieat, is one to which the 
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charge of membrane from the uterus, which 

|. Som membrane may vary in its superficial mea- 

06 = sure, the piece being sometimes no broader 

_—Mr. than the nail of the little finger, and some- 
times .as broad as a half-crown piece, or 

reports broader, not to mention the intermediate 
measures: observe the preparation. This 

e letter membrane, on the one surface, is smooth ; on 
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general avail, and I shall, therefore, enlarge the 

acation. less upon it, as I cannot prescribe any ; 

of Tria. effectual eure. Carbonate of iron, prepara- ; 
tions of myrrh, preparetions of mercury in 
alterative quantities, have ail been adminis- ; 
tered in their turn, but they have not been 
found to exert any very certain curative in- 
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lining membrane of the uterus is by nature 
prone ; but in ration this action is ex- 
cited by the stimulus of the male fluid, and 
in this membranaceous affection it occurs 
spontaneously, | that the mem- 
brane is gradually formed during the inter- 
vals between the catamenia. 

Here are two beautiful specimens of the 
membrane discharged under this disease ; 
you may observe that the surface which lies 
towards the uterus is rough, while the in- 
ternal surface is smooth polished. T 
one specimen than the other, is of 
the exact form of the uterine cavity, so as 
to show pretty clearly that it was formed 
within the uterus. For one of these prepa- 
rations, Iam indebted to my able friend, Mr. 
Gaitskell, of Rotherhithe. 

Still more frequently you find women sre 
assailed with another di , the dysmenor- 
rhea, properly so painful menstru- 


charge. Now under this disease, in the 
severer form of it, women are dreadful suf- 
ferers, and look forward to the catamenial 
iod, and not without reason, with some 

of terror, for they are affected with 
various pains not easily described, and which 
are felt about the centre of the body, hack, 
front, in the abdomen, hips, and thighs. In 
some cases the pains are moderate, in others 
80 great, that the patient rolls about in bed, 
ultimately, under the excessive excite- 
ment, becomes slightly delirious. It is re- 
markable, that in the severer case, which I 
am here describing, there is frequently a 
= deal of tenderness of all the muscles 
mbent on the painful parts, insomuch, 
that the woman can scarcely bear that you 
should compress them, Irritation of the 
bladder, and an imperfect action of the ute- 
rus, with sparing menstrual discharge, are 
common in this disease; the menstruation 
may continue four or five days or more, and 
during this period the pain may be severer 
et one time than another; it may too, remit 
from one day to another, and generally ter- 
minates as the menstruation closes. Severe 
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subject himself to the risk of having to eat 
his own words. Leeches above the sym- 
physis pubis, or leeches upon the orifice of 
the vagina may, in some cases, be tried 
with apparent benefit; but failure is, I 
fear,common, Opiate suppositories for the 
rectum, and the warm hip-bath, or the 
warm slipper- bath, are sometimes bene- 
ficial ; and in one very severe case, the last 
entirely under my own care, and the only one 
so treated—the sulphate of quinine in free 


he | doses, before the disease commenced, 


peared to operate as a very effectual pal- 
liative. Of course anodynes, in sufficient 
quantity, palliate; they ought to be com- 
menced before the pains are fully formed ; 
be careful that you do not impair the general 
health by your anodynes. It is remarkable 
that dysmenorrhea, though so painful, does 
not necessarily do much damage to the gene- 
ral health. This reminds me of the remark of 
a certain su to a complaining friend of 
mine whosuffered dreadfully; “—— it, what’s 
pain!” The remark was unfeeling, and excit- 
ed resentment, but it contains a useful truth, 
Pain in itself is not necessarily dangerous, 
nor will it justify violent remedies. But 
what is that exceptive remedy for dysme- 
norrhea, at which I before hinted? Why 
it is—a husband. This disease does not 
necessarily produce sterility, and, I think, 
there is reason to hope, that after three or 
four children have been produced, the state 
of the uterus would become completely 
changed, so thata cure might be expected ; 
for, after all, the seminal fluid is the most 
effectual alterative for the genitals. Nor must 
we forget that so long as the woman is preg- 
nant and suckling, so long, at least, she 
certainly remains free from the disease. The 
removal of the ovaries would probably cure 
this distressing affection, bat you will not 
suppose that | recommend it. In the last 
and worst states of this disease, arsenic, an 
acknowledged remedy for periodical affec- 
tions, may deserve a trial. 

It has been suggested by Mackintosh, 
that the dysmenorrhea depends on the co- 


as the pain is, women under this di 
scarcely any febrile excitement ; and if they 
lie but tolerably quiet, I think you will not 
in general find the pulse above 108 or 110 
in the minute. 

For the dysmenorrhea, I regret to say 
it, we know, with one exception, of no 
certain remedy. Alterative medicines, in 
the severer cases, are certainly of little 
benefit. Mercury bas been given so as 
to act on the mouth. Preparations of iron 
have also been admivistered. I do not 


say those medicines are altogether without 
effect, or ought not to be again tried with 
eaution ; but you ought not to be profuse with 

promises, fora man must, I presume, 
oy indeed, before he can willingly 


have. 


arctation of the mouth and neck of the 
womb. This opinion deserves much atten- 
tion from us in future cases; whether erro- 
neous or not, it certainly is ingenious and 
plausible, and has much the air of one of 
the happy thoughts of genius. In the present 
state of my knowledge, I am not prepared 
to judge. 
Cessation of the Catamenia, 

In this climate it is usually about the 45th 
year that catamenia cease to flow, in some 
sooner and in some later; and, not to men- 
tion Sarah and Elizabeth, of consecrated 
memory, even among ourselves women heve 
borne children at the more advanced periods 


of life, In some women the cessation of the 
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catamenia takes place very suddenly ; month 
after month the woman goes on menstruating 
arly, and then there is a sudden stop- 
page of the discharge ; but more frequently, 
perhaps I might add more naturally, it stops 
; the patient misses a period, and 
then again unwell ; she misses a second 
time, and then at a more remote period the 
discharge again makes its appearance, and so 
on, at first more copiously, then moresparingly; 
thus the action sometimes continuing, some- 
times ceasing ; sometimes augmenting,some- 
times decreasing ; in this gradual and pre- 
paratory manner it is superseded altogether, 
and ultimately the system suffers but little 
inconvenience. As the cessation of the 
catamenia is, as you all know, a natural pro- 
cess, of course the majority of women do 
very well; and though females look on to 
this part of life as a critical period, yet 
t will, in general, find that their ap- 
prehensions are groundless. Still, though 
the majority of {women do well under this 
, yet not all, for there are diffe- 
rent affections that seem to be more apt to 
occur about this time; thus it is by no 
means uncommon for women, at this period, 
to acquire more fiesh than formerly; or if 
viously corpulent they may now become 
more slender, Now an overload of the ani- 
mal oil may produce a good deal of incon- 
venience, and is certainly to be deprecated ; 
lax bowels, occasional bleeding from the 
arm, spare diet, exercise, and abstinence 
a beverage so much drunk in this me- 
tropolis as porter, should, by all means, be 
recommended in time, for in cases of 
this kind it is easier to prevent corpulency 
than to relieve it by safe means. Some 
tients, however, are so prone to corpu- 
ney, that they would fatten on cabbage 
Stalks. 

At the cessation of the catamenia, a de- 
termination of the blood to the head is by 
no means uncommon, and flushings of the 
face, and throbbings of the carotids, and 
failure of the memory, and sometimes want 
of power in the arms and legs, and restless 
nights,and frightful dreams—these, end other 
results from afflux of blood to the head, are 
continually harrassing them. Under this 
very troubjesome disease women generally do 
well at last; in most cases, in the course of 
four or five years, the system gradually ac- 
commodates itself to the change, and then 
those cerebral affections cease, or are by no 
means very violent. Meanwhile it is the 
business of the physician to temporise and 
= The hair a be removed, cooling 

tions may be applied, cold shower-baths 


may be fuffered to fall on the head itself, 
apart from the rest of the body ; leeches may 
be applied to the temples, cupping-glusses to 
the nape of the neck, a little blood may be 
taken away occasionally from the arm, and the 


bowels may be opened,—all these remedies 
may be tried ; in a word, are to recol- 
lect that in the disease under consideration, 
you have a sort of transfer of the increased 
action which used to subsist in the uterus 
itself to the vessels of the brain, and you 
must endeavour to ov the effects of 
this action as much as possible, by endea- 
vouring to keep the blood, as much as may 
be, away from the head, without inflicting 
any serious injury on the constitution. 

At the time the catamenia cease to flow, I 
may observe, further, that we have sometimes 
a good deal of disturbance of the digestive 
organs, though not of a serious kind, [ 
have no proof of hepatic disorganisation 
being apt to take place at this time, though 
some of my friends seem to think that they are 
more apt to occur now than at other periods. 
Inflation of the bowels, a want of appetite, 
gas in the stomach, constipation, and other 
chylopoietic symptoms—these are some of 
the principal affections apt to occur; in. 
truth, they are little more than the simple 
symptoms of dyspepsia, and require treat- 
ment by the same methods, 

It is said, too, that at the cessation of the 
catamenia, there is a greater disposition to 
cancer of the breast, or of the womb, than 
atother times. My own mind is unsettled 
on this point, but I incline to the affirma- 
tive; and as there is a persuasion among 
women, and among practitioners themselves, 
that there is a proneness at this period, 
it is well to keep a strict eye on the uterus, 
in order that if any dangerous symptoms 
occur, we may promptly have recourse to 
remedies, 

When the catamenia cease to flow, we 
have been recommended to make trial of 
issues, setons, blisters, and so on, as a sort 
of substitute for the monthly discharge. 
Like a great deal more of the ancient prac- 
tice, however, this has gone into the shade ; 
but thougk I should by no means recom- 
mend it on ordinary occasions, yet in the 
more obstinate cases of di d tion, 
and when, more especially, the blood tends 
toward the head, these remedies ought not, 
I think, to be lost sight of. 


Tympanites of the Womi. 


Tympanites of the womb is a disease, un- 
der which gas forms in the uterus. I never 
met with a case in which the womb acquired 
a very large size, say that of an eight or 
nine months’ pregnancy; this, however, is 
said to occur; but collections of gas in the 
uterus in smaller quantities, say to the mea- 
sure of two or three ounces, are by no means 
of an infrequent occurrence. Hysterical 
women are very liable to an inflation of the 
bowels, so that the lower class denominate 
hysterics wind, and not inaptly, This gas, 
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I strongly suspect, is not evolved from food 
taken into the stomach, but is really a se- 
cretion formed by the inner membranes of 
the stomach and bowels. You will some- 


continually, for two or three hours together, 
many cubic feet being emitted, till the pa- 
tient at length falls back upon the bed ex- 
hausted. A distinctly marked case of this 
kind I have met with myself, and Mr. 
Gaitskell has met with others. Now the 
tympanites of the uterus, of which I speak, 
occurs more especially in these hysterical 
women, and it is not impossible that just in 
the same manner as the inner membrane of the 
bowels secretes air, the inner membrane of 
the womb may secrete air also. Add to this, 
that air tumours have been found in the 
body without communication with the ex- 
ternal surface, or with the cavity of the 
bowels ; and that fish, many of them, regu- 
late their specific gravity by an air-bladder, 
which may be filled with gas, or not, at plea- 
sure, these bladders being well supplied 
with blood-vessels, and the air being most 
probably produced by an action of the will, 
mction and office of the bladder 
seems to require this. Why, then, may 
not the uterus secrete gas also? Sterility 
is not a result of this secretion 
of the air into the uterus; I have, myself, 
known pregnancies subsequent to tympa- 
nites, and I have known the disease to occur 
very soon after delivery, say in the course 
of three or four months. 
When tympanites attacks the patient, it 
uces an uneasy feeling of uterine dis- 
tention, and, the womb contracting, ic may 
expel the gas, not always inaudibly, which 
is of course very unpleasant to the patient. 
On pressing above the symphysis pubis, the 
womb appears to be enlarged, and by this 
pressure gas may be expelled; hence to 
relieve the disease, the patient may occa- 
sionally retire to her bed, and lay her hand 
on the uterus, the proper place being pointed 
out to her, and then she may make a 
strong pressure there, partly with the hand 
and partly with the muscles, and thus part 
of the air may be expelled, though some- 
times not very suddenly. If necessary, the 
region of the womb may be pointed out, 
but this is frequently indicated to the ~ 
tient herself, without instruction from her 
physician, by a feeling of pain and dis- 
teation in the part where the womb lies. 
This disease I have hitherto seen in mar- 
ried women only ; it seems, as before stated, 
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ight be inserted into the neck of the uterus, 

left there, with advantage, so as to give 
vent to the gas. Nocompetent investigator 
can be at a loss in making a distinction 
between these vaginal emissions of gas, 
which are of uterine origin, and those which 
are derived from the intestines when the 
rectum and vagina are in communication 
with each other in consequence of some 
preceding disease 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


NEW METHOD OF ARRESTING H®MORRHAGE. 


Ar the meeting of the Académie Royale 
de Médecine, — 16th of July, M, Amus- 
sat communicated the details of his new 
method of arresting from large 
blood-vessels without the aid of ligature, 
com ion, or any other expedient hitherto 
rome His plan is originally founded on 
the common observation, that lacerated and 
contused wounds are but seldom attended 
with hemorrhage, which M. Amussat con- 
ceived, could not be accounted for but 
peculiar 


some change, both of form and vi 
properties, which the vessels undergo in 
such lesions. He accordingly began a series 


of experiments, in which he tried to obtain 
the same results, and eventually found that 
the laceration, contusion, &c. of large vessels, 
in most cases, produces only a momentary 
suspension of the hemorrhage, but that it is 
permanently arrested by a methodical con- 
tortion of the bleeding vein or artery. Ac- 
cording to his experiments, he proposes the 
following plan:—the vessel being seized 
with a small pair of forceps, the branches of 
which are firmly fixed by a strong screw, is 
extracted, so as to be denuded for about five 
or six lines, and after having been isolated 
as much as possible from the surrounding 
cellular tissue, is held between the fore finger 
and thumb of the left hand, whilst the forceps 
are twisted five or six times, according to 
the size of the vessel, until the portion 
between the teeth of the forceps is lacerated ; 
the artery then spontaneously retracts, and 
is distinctly seen and felt to pulsate, though 
the hemorrhage is completely arrested. On 
close examination of the vessel, it appears 
that the internal coat, being divided in the 
same manner as by a ligature, contracts and 
forms a sort of ring (bourrelet), by which 
the further exit of blood is obviated. It is 


to be closely connected with hysterics, and of great importance to fix the extremity of 


gomee with distress and agitation of mind, | 
ru; 


gs appear to be of little avail, and the 


best of all cures is pregnancy. During the 


continuance of the paroxysm, perhaps a tube 


the vessel between the fingers of the left 
hand, or else the contortion will be found to 
extend through the cellular tissue, as far as 


the next collateral branch, 


580 
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EXAMINATION OF ARTERIES AFTER ANEURISM. 581 


M. Amussat has made a great number of 


ie on rabbits, dogs, and horses, 
rts that he bas constantly derived 
the most complete success from his me- 
thod. The same Its were obtained in 
two cases, (one of castration, and another of 
amputation of the thigh,) where it was em- 
ployed on the human subject ; he likewise 
tried its effect on ossified arteries in the dead 
boty, and found it successful; it may 
be doubted, however, whether this will be 
also the case during life. M. Amussat ob- 
served, that although in horses the parietes 
of the vessels are of considerable strength, 
he has succeeded in arresting hemorrhage 
both from the carotid and the jugular vein. 
In order to appreciate the value of his new 
plan in comparison with others, he has seve- 
ral times tied in dogs the crural artery on the 
one side, and contorted that of the other; in 
the two cases where fatal hemorrhage en- 
sued, it took place from the side where the 
ligature had been employed. Besides the 
[ security of his new proceeding, M. 
mussat considers it to possess great advan- 
tages over other methods, from its greater 
facility, its admitting of immediate re-union 
of the wound, and its being very easily ap- 
icable in many cases, where ligatures can 
ly be applied, without the danger of in- 
cluding other organs. M. Amussat conclud- 
ed his communication by strongly recom- 
mending his colleagues to repeat his experi- 
ments on animals; and in case they should 
be successful, to try the effect of his new 
method in cases of hemorrhage. 


COMPARATIVE EXAMINATION OF THE AR+ 
TERIES OF THE LOWER EXTREMITIES, 
Twenty-seven years after the 
Aneurism of the Popliteal Artery. 


By Professor Scanpa. 


The subject of this examination was 
Giuseppe Fiorini, in whom, in the year 
1801, the crural artery was tied for popliteal 
aneurism, and whose case is detailed in the 
author’s great work. The operation was 
completely successful, and the patient, up 
to the year 1828, enjoyed uninterruptedly 

health, so that he was never disabled 
performing his duties as attendant al the 
civil hospital of Pavia ; he never complained 
of any morbid sensation or debility in the 


hope an extract will prove acceptable to our 
readers, 


The right femoral artery had been tied, 
shortly before its passage under the sarto- 
rius muscle. The common and internal 
iliac arteries, as well as the branches of the 
latter, and their anastomoses with the pro- 
funda femoris, were equal on both sides ; the 
right femoral artery, both above and below 
the crural arch, was considerably larger than 
the left ; and from an inch below the origin 
of the profunda femoris, down to a few lines 
above its division in the ham, it greatly 
diminished in size, and appeared to be com- 

tely obliterated ; on closer examination, 

owever, it was found that where it 
through the tendon of the great adductor, 
and for a short space above and below, its 
canal was not closed, though much smaller 
than the corr ing portion of the left 
femoral artery. On tracing the way by 
which the injected mass had entered from 
the upper into the middle portion of the 
femoral artery, it was found, that a branch 
of the third perforating artery communi- 
cated with one arising from nearly the mid- 
dle of the still pervious part of the femoral, 
and that two inches below the insertion of 
this anastomosing branch, the inferior per- 
forating artery* originated from the femoral, 
and communicated with numerous branches 
of the ramus descendens circumflexe ex- 
terne. It appears, accordingly, that the 
blood which the anastomosing branch of the 


third perforating artery had conveyed into 

the pervious part of the femoral, was taken 

up by the inferior and 
be 


that the impulse of the entering bl ing, 
but slight, (on account of the smallness 
the vessel,) and its exit unimpeded, neither 
dilatation nor complete obliteration of the 
femoral artery had ensued. If, on the con- 
trary, the exit of the blood had been im- 
peded, the femoral artery would very likely 
have been obliterated in its whole extent, 
or the operation not have been successful, 
from the communication persisting between 
the upper portion of the femoral artery, and 
the aneurismal sac. ‘he popliteal artery 
was reduced to the size of a large violin- 
string, so that no trace of the aneurism re- 
mained, 

The circulation from the pelvic portion of 
the right femoral artery to the lower portion 
of the extremity appeared to have been 


right limb, on which the operation had been 


performed. In the beginning of 1828, Fiorini | 
died, and Scarpa availed himself of the | 
opportunity of examining the arteries of | 


completely carried on by the deep femoral 
artery, the trunk, as wl os the branches of 
which, were every where larger than on the 
left side. The two circumflexe were com- 


both lower extremities, the anatomical de-| paratively not mach dilated, but the de- 
scription of which he justly deemed of suf- scending branch of the external circumflexa 


ficient physiological interest to be imparted 


to the medical public. ‘This treatise is con- 


* According to Marray’s nomenclature.— 


tained in the Annali Universali di Medi- Vide Descr. Arterie femoralis, p. 319, f. 


cina, vol, xivi., Juny, 1828, from which 
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was at least double its usual size, and the 
branches which the same artery sends off to 
the internal and external vastus, sartorius 
rectus, and craral muscles, were much 
latger and more numerous than on the left 
side, and freely communicated with branches 
which arose from the obliterated part of the 
femoral artery, and which at their origin 
were accordingly obliterated themselves. 
The three perforating arteries had increased 
to treble their usual size, and were tortuous ; 
from the first perforating artery, a branch, of 
the size of a quill, was sent off to the is- 
chiadic nerve, along with which it was seen 
ranning down to the knee ; on the left side 
the corresponding branch could be hardly 
traced. The ‘muscular branches of the two 
first perforating arteries were larger and 
more numerous then usual, and communi- 
cated with branches which arose from the 
obliterated portion of the femoral artery, 
and which were obliterated at their origin. 
— similar anastomoses from the third 
ting artery, the latter vessel freely 
vaanenloned with the inferior perforat- 
artery, and by means of one branch 
with the pervious part of the femoral. 
From the r ramifications of the pro- 
funda, circumflexa, and perforans inferior, 
the injected mass was traced to the arterial 
plexus, which is formed by the ramifice- 
tions of the articular arteries, of which the 
external inferior only was completely per- 
vious; the upper articular arteries were 
throughout obliterated; the internal inferior 
was closed at its origin, but three of its 
branches, which were evidently enlarged, 
were open, and appeared to have formed the 
principal link between the upper portion of 
the femoral artery and the tibial vessels. 
One of these branches communicated with 
the trunk of the recurrent tibial, the second 
with the upper portion, and the third with 
the middle of the posterior tibial. The re- 
current tibial had increased to treble its 
usual size, and communicated very freely 
with the arteries of the thigh. In the popli- 
teal cavity, the large branch of the first per- 
forating artery which was traced along the 
ischiadic nerve, divided into two branches, 
one of which was inserted into the anterior 
tibial artery, the other forming anastomoses 
with the inferior external articular, 


VACCINATION.—DEG ENERACY OF VACCINE. 
(Communicated by Joux Fosrroxr, Esq.) 


Str,—As Tue Lancet is generally consi- 
dered to be the most influential and exten- 
sively circulated medical journal in the 
United Kingdoms, I sball be obliged by 
your early insertion of the following import. 
ant communication,— 


ON THE PRESENT STATE OF VACCINATION 
IN FRANCE, 


By Da. Deracnance, of Paris. 
(Translation.) 


“Ido not know if in England you have 
remarked the diminution of the antivariolous 
property of the vaccine, but, in France, we 
observe it every day. Many children sub- 
mitted to the vaccine have had the small- 

x, even the confluent, and many have 

n victims of that frightful malady. In 
vain have some physicians denied the dege- 
neracy of the vaccine. That fluid, evidently, 
is no more what it was; it has no longer 
the same degree of energy ; it produces not 
the same fever and pustules as formerly. 
The latter are less large, and present a less 
vivid areola; the elevation which borders: 
the pustule is not so full and prominent, the’ 
surrounding skin is less shining ; in general, 
the working of the tumour is less active ; in 
a word, the pustule has neither the aspect 
nor the nature of the primitive vaccine ; and 
what appears to me to prove this statement 
is, that those physicians here, who wrote 
upon the vaccine at the first period of the’ 
discovery, assert, that having inoculated 
different cows with it, it was ectly deve- 
loped, and being transferred from the teats: 

those animals to children, it succeeded’ 
very well, and proceeded as in vaccination 
transferred from arm toarm. This fact is 
attested by all who have written on the sub- 
ject. In the mean time, I have often re- 
peated this experiment upon young cows, 
and have never been able to communicate 
it. Most of the punctures which I have 
made, have healed without any inflamma- 
tory action, and those which have idflamed, 
gave origin merely to false pustules, the 
matter of which produced nothing upon the 
children who underwent the operation. 
Hence I conclude, as I have already said, 
that the vaccine is no more what it former! 
was, It hes evidently degenerated throug’ 
the continuity of its employment, and to 
restore its efficacy, I think it will be neces- 
sary to return to its origin, and, henceforth, 
derive it only from the teats of the cow. 
This practice will preserve the vaccine in all 
its purity, and cause less inquietade to pa- 
rents. It is known how much they dread 
its inoculation from arm to arm. It is a 
useless endeavour to persuade them, that 
the vaccine is not charged with some prin- 
ciple foreign to its nature, and that it will’ 
not become the vehicle of some contagious 
vice. They remark, that every vaccine pus- 
tule is developed at the expense (aur dé. 
pens) of the humours of the person vacci- 
nated; and if the vaceinée is infected with 
some vice, it is impossible for them to be- 
lieve in the innoeuous nature of the vaccine 
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ON VACCINATION. 


such @ source, Thus they 

is way of thinking inspires 

with so mach di towards it, that 
it, in spite of all our govern- 


eine, then, is fallen into general discredit ; 
and it may be said, at least in France, that 
it is upon the point of being absolutely 
abandoned, unless steps are soon taken to 
rhe end to the cause of this rejection. 

is cause, 1 have just made appear, arises | 
from the habit. of vaccinating from arm to 
arm. ‘To remove it, it is necessary to 
change this dangerous and repugnant me-| 
thod, and to take the vaccine even from the | 
cow’s teats, and thus determine parents to) 
profit, without apprehension, by this precious 
i to myself, assured of the | 


through all the arrondissemens of that city, 
in which a reward of five francs per head was 
offered for every child that be brought 
to be vaccinated at the appointed stations, I 
question if this is not more than would be 
done in England, if all the country were 
down with the small-pox. When I was living 
with Dr, Jenner, during the years 1820, 
1, and@, there was a great hudbbud about 
the small-pox. It broke out with the great 
epidemic in the north, whence we had long 
reports from Mr. Hennen, who saw it at 
Queensbury house, Dr. Thomson, and others, 
It spread into England, and Mr, Cross, of 
Norwich, wrote an excellent book upon it, 
as itappeared there. It pressed close home 
to Dr. Jenner himself, and kept me occu- 
pied in assisting him to answer letters upon 
the t. The results of that constitu- 


success which this new method of v a- | 
tion will find, I haye made arrangements for | 
an establishment, in which I propose to keep. 
some cows, as depositaries of a virgin vac- 
cine, (vaccin vierge,) exempt from all re- | 
proach, With this view, I wish to procure | 
some primitive vaccine, taken from the nip- 
the cow, and nothing else. This con- 
ition is rigorous. Without it, experience 
has proved to me there could be no hope of 
success, and it would be merely labour lost 
to attempt it otherwise. Now if you think 
it possible to find this natural vaccine, of 


which I am in quest, I beg you to do me| poc 


the favour of inquiring for it, and sending 
me as much as possible, in closed tubes 
that it may be secure from the contact of the 
air. By complying with this request, you 
will | my country a most important 
service. 


* If it do not trespass too much upon your 
complaisance, I request you, after having 
collected the vaccine in the tubes, to reserve 
some drops from the cow’s teats for experi- 
ment upon a child, and afterwards vaccinate 
another cow from the child, to make sure of 
the possibility of the transmission of the 
vaccine from a cow toa child, and vice versa 
from a child to a cow. 

Detacrancr. D.M. 
«« Rue Montmartre, No. 84, Paris.” 


OBSERVATIONS BY MR. FOSBROKE. 
These are very different tidings from 


tion of small-pox, which prevailed in those 
years, are very well known. It attacked 
many who had had small-pox before, and 
often severely; almost to death; and of 
those who had been vaccinated, it left some 
alone, but fell upon great numbers. The 
difference between the | ey when it 
occurred to vaccinated and unvaccinated 
subjects was, that with the former, the grave 
symptoms generally disappeared upon the 
coming on of the eruptive fever; and on 
account of some modifications of the 
k, these post-vaccine diseases were 
called varioloids. Mr. Fry, of Dursley, and 
the medical men of Wotton-under- Edge, 
two towns densely populated with the clothe 
workers, had numbers of their vaceinees 
attacked with this disease, but few or none 
died, and it was characterised, as I have 
stated, Mr. Fry drew up a faithful report 
of his cases, which would have certainly 
told well for the cause of vaccination, but 
he did not publish it. Well-informed coun 
practitioners, I am sorry to say, are too di 
fident in publishing the results of their ob- 
servations. The lymph which Dr. Jenner 
then used, and which he had kept in circu- 
lation three or four years about Berkeley, 
had been taken by him, not from the cow, 
but the horse, and never quently passed 
through the constitution. In fact, the dis- 
ease is an equine, not a vaccine pox, 
and, as he decisively ascertained before 


France, from those which were conveyedin he died, obtained from vesicles which 
the long and admirable reports which were arise upon the skin of the horse’s legs, in 
transmitted in Napoleon’stime to Dr. Jenner. | consequence of an erysipelatous affection 
It is clear, from the statements of this re-|excited by the matter of grease. It is the 


spectable physician, that vaccination is very 
rapidly declining in France, and if it go 
down there, it will as certainly go down all 
ever the Continent; the evil report will 
teadily cross the Khine. It cannot arise 
from any lukewarmness on the part of the 
French government, for I copied myself, 
at Paris, last May, a s which were 
posted up at the G of Plants, and 


lymph in these equine vesicles, not the 
matter of grease, as he strenuously stated 
in his first work, “ The Inquiry,” which 
produces the preservative pox both in cows 
and men. It is possible that the disease 
may be propagated to other mileh animals, 
for I have extracted an account from some 
country of a goat pox, which so resembled 
the vaccine, that the doctors inoculated with 
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it, and found it an equal 


cisely resembled the natural cow-pox vesicle 
on the teat of the cow, being of a greyish 
blue colour, (see plate in Jenner’s Inquiry,) 
which is the distinguishing characteristic of 
the natural cow-pox, with a bold relief, a 
regular circular edge, a fine areola, in due 
course, and some surrounding tumefaction 
of the cutaneous tissues. Certainly this is 


very different from the erated vesicle 
which Dr. Delagrange ibes. Not- 
withstanding the high opinion which I en- 


tertain, from what I have witnessed, of the 
French faculty in general, and the incompa- 
rable system of their schools, since the 

lition of medical colleges and corporations, 
I must venture to think, without disrepect, 


that 

serious in the conduct of vaccina- 
tion, from inattention to, or perhaps igno- 
ance of, certain rules which Dr. Jenner 


» and may have thus produced the 
racy of which they speak.* 

f the same pains had been taken in ex- 
tending these rules, as in seeking a mare's 
nest in identifying chicken-pox, small-pox, 
and what not, half of the evils which have 
occurred, mig have been prevented. They 
were the deliberate convictions of a trans- 
lacent mind, and by far the best qualified to 

i the subject, obtained after many 
* observation of facts, and witnessed 
by many of his friends. These important 
practical deductions were first published in 
the Medical and Physical Journal, No. 66, 
for August, 1804, and afterwards in a cir- 
cular letter in 1821. The positions laid 
down were as follows :— 
ist. That varieties and modifications of 
the vaccine vesicle, of different characters 
and different degrees of influence upon the 
vaccine protection, are produced by esens 
in pre-occupation of the skin. 
2dly. That a single serous blotch upon 
the skin, existing during the progress of the 
vaccine vesicle, may occasion such irregu- 
larity, and deviation from correctness, that 
vaccination, under such circumstances, can- 
not be perfectly depended on, The same 
with abrasions of the cuticle; such, for ex- 
ample, as we find in the nurseries of the 
opulent, as well as the cottages of the poor, 
behind the ears, and upon many parts 
where the cuticle is thin; with herpetic 
blotches, ‘‘ not to be considered of less con- 
sequence when occupying a small space,—a 
speck behind the ear, which might be cover- 
ed with a split pea, being capable of dis- 


* I have since seen, that the talented 
M. Kostan, the physician of the Salpetriére, 
in his Médecine Clinique, vol. ii, p. 229, 


preservative. How-|ordering the 
ever, this equine lympb of Dr. Jenner| may 
produced a vesicle, which, he declared, pre- 


have been committing some |i 


loses its susceptibility of small- conta 
gion, and its capability of 
ease in its perfect and ordinary state, in 
proportion to the degree of 
which the vaccine —— put on —_ 
progress, and that the small- taken 
sequently, is modified comblingies When 
no deviation takes place in the 
course of the vaccine vesicles, or when it 
inconsiderable, the herpetic blotches or 
vesicles, of whatever kind they may be, 
often assume (sometimes as early as the 
third or fourth day after the insertion of the 
vaccine fluid) a new churacter, not unlike 
the vaccine, and keeping pace in their pro- 
gress with the vesicles on the arm, die away 
with them, leaving the skin smooth. 

4thly. Fortunately for the safety of the 
vaccine practice, and fortunately, too, for 
the ease of the practitioner, all these affec- 
tions of the skin may be removed with very 
little trouble. The most effectual applica- 
tion is the ung. hydrargyri nitratis,, as 
much lowered with + cetacei, or any 
other bland ointment, as the irritability of 
the subject may require. The dandriff 
demands a double process; the first con- 
sists in removing the incrustation, the 
second in subduing the oozing. There are 
skins that will not bear unctuous applice- 
tions ; the desiccative lotions may then be 
ee times a day ; such 
as those prepared with the of zine, 

of lead, &c, 

Sthly. Dr. Jenner says, ‘“‘ If I were 
asked what were the other actual impedi- 
ments to vaccination, as a general 
answer | should say, that I scarcely knew 
any other except spurious matter, or im- 

iments too obvious to require my warn- 
ing the 


alludes to these rules. 


mg them here, such as vace 
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vaceine vesicle, Dandriff 
a}: ered as a malady of this class, 
: on on the scalp being formed 
from excoriation beneath; and, 
slight, for there is every gradation between 
if |a thin seurfy layer of a dirt-looking sab- 
| stance, and tinea itself, 
|ringworm, and impetigo, may uded. 
In short,” Dr. Jenner adds, ‘‘ every dis- 
; | ease of the skin which may be called serous, 
|has the power of exerting this modifying 
land counteracting influence. I have also 
|seen purulent fluids exert a similer influ- 
|ence.’’ He mentions sore eyes and whitlow. 
ci 3dly. That these deviations occur more 
7" frequently in the early than the declining 
of the vaccine vesicle may be produced from 
¢ those trifling deviations, which prove no 
mpediment to the vaccine security, up to 
[that point of imperfection in the vesicle 
| which affords no security at all. Perheps 
{ I commit an error in saying no security at 
jail, for it strikes me that the constitution 
che 
iba | 
ag 
ng 
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MR. SHELDRAKE ON SPINAL CURVATURE, 


cine vesicle in its progress, by incautiousl 
robbing it of its contents, Gane yd 
new action by external violence.” 

Dr. Jenner intended to publish the facts 


Dr. Jenner evidently conceived, that cases 
of small-pox, or what has been termed the 
ioloid disease after vaccination, arose 


place when the skin is affected by different 
classes of eruptive affections. i 
that these impediments, disregarded, pro- 
duce irregular vaccine pustules, consequent 
liability to small-pox, and, perhaps, the de- 
ponerecy described by M. Delagrange ; but 
‘am convinced that the natural disposition 
to small-pox in some constitutions is so 
strong, that ‘many persons will have that 
disease, after either vaccine or variolous 
inoculation, however perfectly the process 
may have been conducted. One of the 
oldest and most extensive vaccinators in 
proofs of it in Chelteabem, after Dr 
is of it in C after Dr. 
Jenner’s own vaccinations, This affair of 
ispositions is a general law of the human 
constitution. Cullen, in ae it to gout, 


consum , took 
subject. I have found a disposi 
of the ordinary diseases of the different 


of the body, descend through whole families. | ; 


As to Dr. ge’s experiments on 
cows, I have not knowledge to speak on that 
head. Dr. Turton, who wrote the Medical 
Glossary, said he had seen small-pox pus- 


ON THE TREATMENT OF SPINAL CURVATURE. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Str,—From your version of Mr. Aber- 
nethy’s Lectures, I shall, in continuation of 
my remarks on this subject at page 523, 
make the transcript that follows :— 

«* But people will ask me, ‘ Can’t you do 
any thing more, Sir?’ and I must say, ‘I 
don’t know that you can, unless you 
to be gibbeted. That is sometimes done ; 
it is a fashionable way of going to work, and 
is what I shall call gibbeting. This was firat 
proposed by M. Vacher, and the plan is, 
taking the weight of the head from the 
pillar that supports it. A most horrible 
annoyance it is to the patient ; oh, the pres- 
sure against the chin and the lower part of 
the jaw is dreadful! it produces a thicken- 
ing and ulceration of the ligaments, when 
it iscarried on, as, according to the principle, 
it ought to be. 

«* Now, there is a Mr. Cheshire, of 
Hinkley, in Leicestershire, I think it is, 
who, perhaps, understands the pres on 
which these machines should construct- 
ed better than any body else; yet I have 
seen patients who have been there, and cer- 
tainly no such done to them as I should 
boast of. But he certainly does support the 
principle, and that principle does support 
the weight of the body, but greatly to the 
annoyance of the patient, and producing the 
effects I have been describing, occasioning 
abscesses and deformities, and thickenings, 
and soon; but he does it effectually, and 
the effect too of taking the weight off from 
its proper place is, that by using these 
machines for years, which they have to do, 
they cannot afterwards do without them ; 
and therefore, if they lay them aside, they 


pus-/ have to lie down until they have the power 


tules on cows, Dr. Coley, of Cheltenham, 
who, 1 must do him the justice of stating, 
bas been the most active vaccinator in that 
place, inoculated cows with small-pox, and 
failed to produce the disease. He advised 
me to repeat his experiments on heifers and 
calves, but the inconvenient manner in 
which, according to the doctor’s account, 
the cows endeavoured to kick and toss him 
in the air, with certain other considerations, 
me. 

» If any of your readers should have natu- 
val small-pox in their neighbourhoods, I 
should be obliged to them to transmit me 
some lymph directed to Cheltenham. I am 
in search of it myself, but up to the present 
moment, to as much as Zaidig in 
quest of the basilisk. I am told that it 
occurs frequently in the north of Ireland. 


* Dr. Baron, of Gloucester. 


of their muscles, until 7 can pro) 
support their weight. But | cannot 

like his system Co all, therefore I e's not 
give my mind to it, but I advise all my pa- 
tients to avoid all causes which might affect 
the original curvatures, to take off the 
weight by lying down, and so on ; but the 
child should not lie down in any constrain- 
ed attitude. Ina boarding school you will 
see the mistresses of the school having all 
the girls lying down for half an hour ; that’s 
a short time, but they can do nothing while 
they are lying down in that posture, like 
corpses, Now, I remember, they may do 
this on a rug or carpet, and, I say, wh 
can’t your child lie down in that way, whic 
is the ancient fashion ; but, to be sure, the 
other is the more modern. But I know that 
weight on the upper part of the body mast 
tend greatly to increase the curve ; i know 


also, that people will become straight if the 


$85 
| 
poo Which he founded these positions , | 
arranged them, though imperfectly, at his | 
request, previously to his death. They | 
were consigned to a gentleman, an earlier | 
connexion than who has since pub- | 
lished a volume, containing some account of | 
Dr. Jenner's life.* 
tion in the progress of the pustules on the | ’ 
arms, which he described as liable to take | 
e no 
of the 
everal 4 
| organs i 


found it to be so. The cases from wry necks 
T have endeavoured to explain to you. These 
are not diseases, but deformities, and yet 
points of great importance. In some of the 
cases there is scarcely room for the lungs on 
each side of the chest ; it is this which first 
attracts people’s attention. ‘ Sir, I want to 
consult you on my daughter's case; her 
shoulder is eS out, or her breast is 
on one side. the cause is the distor- 
tion of the tS -F column, and that they 
cannot believe ; but you will find it to be 
universally the ‘fact, I believe.” 

If your readers will combine the quota- 
tions that I have made from Abernethy’s 
lectures in this and the two preceding let- 
ters, they will possess a complete body of 
his system of anatomy, physiology, and pa- 
thology of spinal curvature, and a very cu- 
rious system it is. Abernethy has honestly 
confessed, that one part of his design in 
delivering these lectures, was > bother his 
hearers, and it is but justice to acknow- 
ledgg, that in his desiga he has succeeded 
pomp letely. As it will be useful to 

ers, I will, out of honesty, endea- 

po to translate bim into English, as 

Shakespeare said upon another occasion, 

erat my undertaking will be one of very 
at difficulty. 

The fact is, that Le Vacher’s invention 
was introduced into this country about fifty | ri 
yearsago. As nothing that could be useful 
was known at that time, this invention was 
received with acclamation, and almost uni- 


SPINAL CURVATURE. 
cause of the curve is removed, because I have | i 


tempts upon this , than Abernethy 
has falsely attribu to Mr. 
though it is not impossible, that 
names were given, they would be found en- 
titled to the protection of this lectarer, for 
reasons which I shall not attempt 
cover. 


are, in reality, a disgrace to society, 
assume the titles of surgical 


qualifications, these are du 
all the mischief that 

knows this ; why did he not give the names 
and addresses some of these wretches, to 
his class, describe the mischiefs they are 


versally adopted, Mr. Hunter tried it upon — 


his own daughter, and it failed of producing 
the effect that was expected from it ; and it 
will not be said that, under his parental 
care, it failed for want of proper attention. 
Other failures became notorious, but still 
the delusion that had been excited was kept 
up, because it produced so much profit to 
@ certain class of persons. The time has |‘ 
been, when lecturers on medical science 
undertook to teach the science they pro- 
fessed; they considered it to be an im- 
portant undertaking, which deserved to be, 
and therefore was, made a matter of import- 
anee; the lectures were seriously treated 
by the professor, and seriously listened to by 
the scholars, who went away wiser and bet- 
ter for what they had heard. How different 
hes this mode of teaching from that which 
ractised in these more enlightened times ; 
) ast if I may be allowed to found a judg- 
ment upon this lecture of Mr. Abernethy, 
which you have printed, for I never had the 
high honour of hearing it delivered viva voce. 
Allthe verbiage that 1 have transcribed 
could not have been intended for any other 
jay oes than to raise a laugh, though | 
y that word marked in a paren- 
The reflection on Mr. Cheshire, if 


spoil the trade of these —— 
consequence, injure the trade im nee 
ral, to mil the malpractice of these eo. 
ple indirectly contribute very largely. I 
know that Mr. Abernethy himself is too 
‘ pure” to receive any fees that might be 
derived from this very impure source; but 
I know too, that he is bound by moral duty, 
as well as by the laws of the College, not to 
do any thing that may, ia any manner, injure 
the honour or the profit of any member of 
that immaculate body. If he would venture 
to use it, 1 would give him the name end 
address of one of the white elephants of the 
College, who keeps a regular list of all the 
people of that kind who solicit his patron- 
age and recommendation, and as new ones 
offer themselves their names are added to 
the list. When any patient reine 
whom it is prudent to recommend any of 
these people, he does not endeavour to dis- 
cover which of them ~ accident, be 
best qualified to serve t, who is 
at the moment consulting ‘bin. No; upon 
Mr. Cline’s principle, that would * take up 
too much He turns to his list “ot 


Big - ave the same effect, is given 
df 1 believe it to be, as 
gentleman, calum- 
h am aware that 
' 1any persons may be pointed out who have 
p Bra one infinitely more mischief in their at- 
i 
1 said, in my is not 
i ight to argue from abuse of a thing 
*. gainst its use; this is precisely what Mr. 
Tes le bernethy has done in this instance; he 
cst nows, and no one knows better, that Lon- 
on abounds with quacks and impostors : 
| akers, and other wretched workmen, who 
who 
, me- 
hanical surgeons, anatomical machine mak- 
a 
q iT 
‘them, and was qualified to do this 
lvantage to his unfledged pape, 
ih mtly, through them, to public 
_ Possibly, humanity mey have pre- 


ADHESION OF THE PLACENTA. 587 


names, sees, ivate marks, who was last 
re vieiees the next that stands 
upon the lista turn ; his consultant thus has 
obson’s choice as to the person he shall 
employ, and the common chance of a lottery 
ticket, whether the mechanical surgeon he 
must employ, be well or ill qualified to do 
what is wanted. The reason which the con- 
sulting surgeon has given for adopting this 
practice is, that he is recommended by ail 
these people, and his notions of justice in- 
duces him to recommend them, with equal 
impartiality, each in his turn. 
will give you another authentic and 
characteristic anecdote of this eminent con- 
sulting surgeon. A relation of my own ap- 
plied to him for advice; it was given, and 
the patient was directed to call again ona 
day that was named ; he did not go till more 
than a fortnight had elapsed; the consulted 
reproved his patient for non-attendance.— 
“ Really, Sir,” said the young man, “ it 
has not been in my power. I live at a great 
distance ; I am very much empluyed in my 
business, and when 1 come here there are 
so many persons in your room to see you, 
that I cannot spare time to wait for my turn.” 
“ Oh,” said he white elephant, “ don’t 
understand that? I will put you up to 
at once. My man has a snug private 
room, in which he keeps those who desire 
to avoid a crowd. If you speak to him 
he will place _ there, and always 
ing you to me the vacancy, leaving 
the crowd to their chance.” We all know 
what is meant by ‘‘ speaking properly” to 
@ great man's man, and you will not be 
surprised that my young friend never after- 
wards had to wait in the crowd for his turn, 

These are the secrets worth knowing, 
which you will do well to communicate to 
your readers, whether professional or not, 
that they may derive from them all the 
benefit that such secrets canconfer. As to 
Mr, Abernethy, it is but doing him justice 
to believe, that when he delivered the lec- 
tures from which IL have made extracts, he 
gave his hearers all the knowledge he pos- 
sessed of the modes of curing spinal curva- 
tore; and it is not very surprising, that if 
the young men who received that knowledge, 
set up in the practice of their profession 
without other information, spinal curva- 
tures, in all classes of young females, above 
those of the lowest order, should be rapidly 
on the increese since Abernethy’s doctrines 
have been promulgated, as they were for 
many years before. 

The trath is, as Abernethy has said, that 
there are many persons who would give any 
money to have their crooked daughters made 
straight, a circumstance that has always 
tendered them most profitable subjects of 
most atrocious quackery. Le Vacher’s con- 
trivance was first made known in London by 


a regular bred surgeon, of fair charac- 
ter, from whom it was oaesten as impudent 
a pretender as ever di even the an- 
nals of quackery ; this man fixed his own 
name upon the article, and, with persever- 
ing effrontery, forced it into general notice. 
The advantage he derived from it stimalat~ 
ed others of the same stamp to share in the 
vsareg his credulous dupes ; and some who 
were legally entitled to be called surgeons, 
seeing wont was to be gained by this 
kind of quackery, plunged into the practice 
of it, sometimes alone, and sometimes in 
association with the more degraded quacks ; 
the consequence has been, that these pe- 
culiarities in the female form have been 
inereasing in a kind of arithmetical progres- 
sion ever since. With your permission, I 
will, in my next, demonstrate the truth of 
all that I have now written, and am, 
Yours, &e., 
Swerpraxe. 
43, Allsop Terrace, New Road. 


CASE OF PARTIAL ADHESION OF THE PLA+ 
CENTA BY CELLULAR MEMBRANE--HYS- 
TERALGIA AND INTESTINAL IRRITATION—= 
RECOVERY. 


Mrs. B., wtat. twenty-two, of rather a full 
habit and sanguineous tem ent, was 
delivered of her first child on the 22d ult. ; 
the labour was natural but tedious, it hav- 
ing continued for twenty-four hours. The 
placenta was not expelled at the expiration 
of two hours, but there was no hemorrhage ; 
and, on examination, it was found partially 
lodged in the vagina, the foot of the funis, 
however, could not be touched. The uterus 


was fully contracted, and there were no 
after-pains, On endeavouring to extract 
the placenta with the finger and thamb, a 
good deal of pain was experienced, which 
induced Mr, Loveless (a pupil who attended 


the patient) to desist, and request my at- 
tendance. I repaired immediately to the 
patient, and found the symptoms as just 
stated. The uterus felt fully contracted 
through the abdominal parietes, and on in- 
stituting the usual vaginal examination, I 
found the greater portion of the placenta 
loose in the vagina, the root of the funis 
could not be touched, and the os uteri was 
firmly contracted on the placental mass. 
With much difficulty the fingers were gra- 
dually insinuated between the placenta and 
the os uteri, and cautious traction employ- 
ed, which produced unusual pain, a | ob. 
viously proved that an adhesion of some 
kind existed between the uterus and pla- 
centa. The whole hand was slowly and 
cautiously introduced through the os uteri, 
and the fingers very carefully insinuated in 
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HYSTERALGIA AND INTESTINAL IRRITATION. 


expelled both the hand and secundines. On 
examining the placenta, it was found entire, 
and the adberent portion was very firm in 
structure, and covered with well organised 


cellular membrane. ‘The funis was attached | triflin 


to the extreme edge of this portion. There 
were two coagula, which were estimated at 
four ounces, attached to the detached sur- 
face of the placenta. No after-hemorrhage. 
The infant was very large, which shows the 
development of the uterus and secundines 
must have been in a similar condition ; and 
also accounts, in some degree, for the un- 
usual deposition of cellular substance and 
placental adhesion. The patient had been 
extremely healthy during the whole period 
of utero-gestation. 23d. Seven, r.m. The 
patient makes no complaint, lochia natural, 
urine passed freely. She has passed a good 
night, but this morning complained of occa- 
sional pain in the left iliac region, which ex- 
tended through the abdomen and stomach. 
While ber attention is engrossed in answer- 
ing questions, considerable pressure on the 
abdomen induced no pain, nor did it affect 
the uterus, except in the situation just men- 
tioned. Pulse 80, soft, and rather small ; 
tongue white and moist; no appetite; no 
nausea or vomiting ; no headach or heat of 
skin; mamme flaccid ; lochia sparing ; little 
urine; bowels confined. Was ordered a 
draught composed of castor oil, four drachms ; 
oil of turpentine, one drachm. Fomenta- 
tions of decoction of poppies and chamomile 
to the abdomen ; the catheter to be employ- 
ed in the evening if necessary, ‘The apart- 
ment is oppressively warm, as a fire cannot 
be di with. Six, Pain in ab- 
domen much increased since last visit; 
complains of a sensation as if a large ball 
moved from the uterine region to the 
stomach, from side to side, and this only at 
intervals; pulse 104, not strong, sharp, or 
hard ; bowels opened four times, motions 
scanty, no febrile symptoms, with the ex- 
ception of the state of the pulse ; no pain or 
tenderness on pressing the abdomen, unless 
during the paroxysm ; lochia very sparing ; 
urine voided in considerable quantity, To 
have a draught of castor oil, six drachms; 
tinc. of opium, twenty-five minims; pepper- 
mint water, one ounce. Fomentation to be 
repeated. Nine, p.m. Pain more violent 
at intervals, shooting through the sides and 


abdomen; skin hot, has not taken ethe| 
draught; pulse 126, soft, and easily com-| pulse was full and soft, 110. She pressed 
pressible. Twelve ounces of blood were 


abstracted with difficulty when the flow’ 


with difficulty ; ordered the fomentations to 
be repeated, and introduced the catheter, as 
she felt a desire to evacuate the bladder, 
and extracted four of urine. 
measures afforded no relief whatever. The 
abdomen was then fomented with 

wetted with oil of turpentine. This a 
cation was continued for half an hour, w 
partial vesication was produced, and caused 
such severe pain, that the former suffering 
no longer existed, She was now more vo- 
ciferous than ever, and had a fit of syncope. 
A napkin wrung out of cold water was ap- 
plied to the naked abdomen, and kept con- 
stantly moist with the same fluid, which, in 
about ten minutes, diminished her suffer- 
ings, but she refused to continue its appli- 
cation further. A paroxysm of the former 
pain recurred with violence; at a quarter 
past three, forty minims of tinc. opii were 
exhibited in half a glass of brandy and water. 
This fit continued for half an hour, when 
she became more tranquil, and appeared 
drowsy, the pulse became fuller and slower. 
I took advantage of this calmuess, and 
examined the state of the os uteri, which 
wes not hotter than usual, and bore con- 
siderable pressure without any pain ; on in- 
troducing the finger through it, 1 discovered 
a piece of membrane imbedded in a clot, 
and a piece of placenta, about an inch in ex- 
tent, were hooked into the vagina, and ex- 
tracted. A severe rigour occurred, which 
was followed by copious perspiration, and 
at four, p.m., she felt no pain whatever; the 


heavily on the abdomen and uterus with 
perfect freedom. Five, r.m. Has had no re- 


ceased, no relief produced ; draught ex-|turn of any pain; is in a profuse perspira- 
hibited, with ten minims more of the aaa tion, Seven, rom, As at last visit, Half 


588 
| Su the ordinary manner for the separation of |opii; soon after which she felt relieved in 
ie the adherent placenta. In separating a at are She had a mixture of a 
y adhesion, I experienced more difficulty than | solution of acetate of ammonia, nitrate of 
1 & is usually encountered, it was slowly accom- potass and camphor, every fourth hour. 
' ed ; the uterus finally contracted, and | 24th. Eight, a.m. ae well, and is much 
|relieved ; no pain in the abdomen ; slight 
‘soreness remains in the left iliac region ; 
|tongue cleaner ; bowels opened twice, de- 
ee ections brownish and fetid; Jochia very 
‘ lg ; mamme more tumid ; no secretion 
lof milk; no discharge of urine. Thinks 
| herself free from complaint. Blood slightly 
leupped, not buffed. About six ounces of 
i” urine drawn off by the catheter. Two, P.m. 
| Was requested to see the patient as soon as 
iu | possible, as the pain had returned more vio- 
| ‘ |lently than before, and had awoke her from 
|asound sleep. On my arrival, I found her 
| writhing with agony, screaming loudly from 
tee the severity of the pain, pulse very small 
{ land rapid ; no tenderness on making gradual 
steady pressure on the abdomen, Ex- 
[hibited forty minims of tinc. opii in a table 
By 4 spoonful of brandy and warm water; de- 
tc. tracted six ounces of blood from the arm 
i 
4 
| 


SCIRRHOUS OVARIA. 


past nine, p.m. Has had no return of pain in 
the uterus or abdomen ; pulse 120, smaller, 
soft, and compressible ; experiences a sense 
of soreness in the uterine region, on chang- 
ing her position only; tongue less white 
moist ; thirst; lochia increased; mam- 

mez more tumid ; perspiration profuse ; ab- 
domen soft, but Side. PT have a 
draught composed of castor oil, six drachms; 
int water one ounce and a half. 


was protracted; the appearance of the abe 
domen had been remarked, during the pro- 
gress of gestation, as being very unusual, 
The enlargement of the uterus, with its 
contents, went on naturally ; but on the left 
side of the uterus was a tumour, about the 
size of a child’s head at the time of birth. 
After the removal of the placenta, the con- 
tracted uterus was perceptible through the 
parietes of the abdomen, rather less than 
the , which retained the same rela- 


. Loveless and Mr. Heath were t 
at this visit. Eleven, r.m. Has had no re- 
turn of pain; symptoms as at last report. 
Requested to hear from the patient early 
next morning. 25th. Eleven, a.m. Has 
slept well, feels no pain even on steady 

on the abdominal and uterine re- 
gions; pulse 88, soft and fuller; tongue 
cleaner; mamme fuller; lochia sparing ; 
discharge of urine natural; bowels opened 
twice; dejections yellow and fetid; makes 
no complaint. Eight, p.m. Slight return of 
pain; which is of a griping kind; bowels 
opened several times ; dejections yellowish, 
and less fetid, the last slightly tinged with 
blood ; perspiration ; thirst; distension of 
the bosom ; pulse 100, soft and full; tongue 
cleaning ; no pain on pressing the abdo- 
men; uterus pained on coughing; lochia 
still i o have diaphoretic mixture, 
and twenty-five minims of tinc. opii. The 

t is very warm, though door and 
window are © constantly. 26th. 
Eleven, a.m. Has passed a good night, no 
return of pain; occasional griping ; abdo- 
men less tense ; dejections natural. Pulse 
ninety-six ; skin cool ; milk secreted ; tongue 
much cleaner ; lochia still sparing ; to have 
an anodyne draught to relieve her tormina. 
She was quite well on the 27th. 

This was evidently a case of hysteralgia 
and intestinal irritation ; the first so accu- 
rately described by Dr. Burns, the second 
by Drs. Granville and Marshall Hall. The 
suddenness of the attack, the periodicity of 
the pain which was erratic, the state of the 

, the absence of rigour, nausea and 
vomiting, clearly proved the nature of the 
disease, and left no doubt of its dependence 
on nervous irritation, and not on inflamma- 
tory action. The treatment was adopted 
according to this view of the case. The 
bleedings were resorted to, more for the 
purpose of allaying irritation, than under the 
apprehension of inflammation, and certainly 
should have been carried to a greater ex- 
tent, had not the veins been very small, and 
the patient much 0; to depletion.— 
Dr. Ryan, Med. and Surg. Journ. 


CASE OF SCIRRHOUS OVARIA, 


Mas. S., len was delivered 
of a child months ago, The labour 


tive position, and was as firm to the touch, 
Her recovery was tedious ; but, during the 
period of lactation, which continued seven 
months, her health was good, and she felt 
no inconvenience from the tumour, except 
a pain in the lumbar region occasionally, 
which readily went off. Soon after the in- 
fant was weaned, the pain in the lumbar 
region became more severe, and descended 
to the os sacrum. She described the pai 
as striking through to the left side of the 
lower part of the abdomen, down the —_— 
in the direction of the crural nerve, to 
inner condyle of the os femoris, and up to 
the umbilicus. The t now to 
occupy @ more central situation in the ab- 
domen, which had the appearance of preg 
nancy in the seventh month: (this was four 
months before her death.) ‘There was no 
return of catamenia, nor any appearance of 
uterine discharge, till near the fatal termi- 
nation of the disease. She was now much 
troubled with symptoms of uterine irrita- 
tion, as sickness and vomiting, pain in the 
breast, with reappearance of milk. The 
bowels were obliged to be regulated with 
mild laxatives. 

In the early stage of the tumour, she had 
been ordered to take a combination of pil. 
hydrarg. and antimon. tart. as an alterative ; 
but, not being attended with beneficial re« 
sults, and having been pushed as far as cir- 
cumstances would permit, it was discon- 
tinued. Venesection and leeches were fre- 
quently had recourse to, as the pressure on 
the large vessels occasioned a great deter- 
mination of blood to the head; and two 
large caustic issues were opened in the 
lumbar region, and cicuta was prescribed. 
Nothing, however, had the least effect in 
checking the progress of the tumour: it 
continued to increase; the fits of sharp lan- 
cinating pain became more frequent, and 
lasted longer, accompanied with strong bear- 
ing-down pains, similar to labour, which 
were moderated by opiates. The functions 
of the bladder gradually became affected by 
the pressure, so that the male catheter was 
often required. Her size was much greater 
than that of a woman at the period of par- 
turition ; the integuments of the abdomen 
were extremely tense, and shining with 
patches of dark-coloured inflammation, 
threatening gangrene ; and the pressure on 
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590 PATENT MEDICINES.—NYMPHOMANIA. 


the diaphragm ded tion. She 
expired after a aie na difficult 
respiration and vomiting, which lasted five 


ith fout medical friends, I 

the body twenty-four bours after death. 
The etes of the abdomen were ex- 
tremely thin, and the ensiform cartilage, and 
the cartilages of the lower ribs were pushed 
out by the tumour, a small portion of the 
upper part of which was covered by the 
omentum, It proved to be the left ovarium, 
covered by its peritoneum : it was smooth 
and shining. Upon being cut into, it was 
found to be traversed by ligamentous bands, 
almost as hard as cartilage ; the centre was 
rather softer; its artery was larger than the 
common iliac; it weighed sixteen pounds 
five ounces avoirdupois ; the jejunum and 
ilium were d into the spaces on each 
side of the spine, and the liver was very 
small ; the stomach was more vascular than 
common ; the gall-bladder was completely 
filled with concretions, to the astonishing 
number of 108, one of which is as large as 
a nutmeg; these I have preserved. The 
other viscera were healthy, and there was 
Very little appearance of cedema or serum in 
the of the abdomen.—A/r. Leonard, 
Med. Phys. Journ. 


To the Editor of Tux Laycsr. 
Sin,—Desperate as the ills appeared, 


under which apothecaries laboured respect- | C 


ing the Medicine Stamp Act, I am most 
happy to inform you, that the commissioners 
of stamps have thought proper, in conse- 
quence of the exposure of their ‘“ hole-and- 
corner” proceedings by the public press, to 
quash nearly fifty informations that were 
pending. These worthy gentlemen, so long 
as their proceedings were conducted pri- 
vately, thought themselves secure, and con- 
tinued tooppress all those who were willing 
to pay, and get rid of the affair altogether. 
In consequence of the spirited and talented 
exertions of one medical man, who demand- 
ed an audience of the solicitor of stamps, 
and, in course of time, also of the “* Honour- 
able Board,” his publishing a statement in the 
“ Sun” evening newspaper, and his threat- 
ening to memorialise the Lords of the Trea- 
sury on the conduct of the commissioners, 
they have thought proper to state, that they 
intend a complete alteration of the law re- 
lating to medicines. It is to be hoped that 
some medical man will be consulted in this 
new alteration, for should the wording of 
the act be left to those who compose the 
members of the stamp offices, little good will 


accrue, I fear, from a change of the law. In 
proof of the indefinite nature of the present 
law, and the uncertain jud t of those in 
whose hands it is left, 1 will relate the 
following fact :-— 

A medical man, of the first respectability, 
wrote to the solicitor of stamps, requesting 
to be informed if he might sell one ounce of 
the carbonate of soda, and one ounce of tar- 
taric acid, without a stamp, provided they 
were without a label affixed to them, either 
written or printed. He was referred, in 
answer, to the schedule in the act undet the 
head “ waters,” and he (the solicitor) said 
that he “‘ apprehended” they must bear 
stamp. This “ apprehension” of what the 
law is, where all ought to be as clear as the 
day, deserves attention. 

inconsistent behaviour of the Board 
of Stamps will be seen in the following oc- 
currence: asurgeon-apothecary having paid 
four pounds for selling aromatic vinegar an- 
stamped and unlabelled, on hearing that so 
many as fifty persons had escaped the fine, 
though they had not put printed labels on 
their bottles, thinking it was but just that 
his fine should be returned to him, wrote to 
the commissioners, and requested an audi- 
ence of them; this was denied, and he was 
referred to the secretary. On stating the 
case to this personage, he burst into a horse 
laugh, with the exclamation, ‘“‘ Ah! ah! al! 
you wer’n't among the fortunates.” A pretty 
secretary, indeed. Then we must = 
that rortuns has the presidence the 
Board of Stamps, and it is left to chance 
who shall or shall not pay, though the 
secretary did think proper to say, “ The 
issioners ps do not require 
the public press to teach them their duty.” 
Every one must be aware, however, that 
they have been brought to the changes that 
have taken place, by the press; had the sa- 
pient secretary ever heard of the abuses 
that have beea remedied in the London hos- 
pitals through the exertions of the press, 
though sanctioned by greater men than the 
* commissioners of stamps,” he might have 
oe differently. But enough of this, 
Mr. Editor. Hitherto success has attended 
the exertions made, beyond what could have 
been expected. For the present I leave 
you, and am yours truly, 


Brydges Street. 


NYMPNOMANIA, 


Dr. Ozaxam, of Lyons, reports a-case of 
cure by touching the swollen genital parts 
with a solution of four grains of nitrate of 
silver in an ounce of water. A slight eschar 
ensued, and the sensibility of the parts de- 
creased, The patient was cured in four days 
by this application, repeated twice a day. 
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PER-CENTAGES.—COLLEGE DIPLOMA. 


To the Editor of Tut Lancet. 


Srr,—In No. 305 of your valuable Jour- 

, L observe some remarks on the system 
now generally adopted by young physi- 
cians, of entering into a partnership with 
druggists, in order to receive a per-centage 
on medicines sold to the poor, whom the 
benevolent doctors are pleased to style their 
‘gratis patients.” This system is become 
too notorious to be overlooked, since it is 
attended with very injurious consequences 
to the young and deserving general prac- 
titioner ; and as you commenced your edi- 
torial labours with the praiseworthy inten- 
tion of endeavouring to reform abuses, and 
of maintaining the respectability of the pro- 
fession, surely this abuse may be allowed to 
claim some portion of your attention, 

As soon a8 a young physician settles in a 
small towo, he devotes one day in the week 
to giving to thé poor gratuitous advice ; and 
having made an agreement with a druggist, 
that g/l the prescriptions shall be com- 
pounded at his shop, on consideration of a 
certain per-centage on the money received 
for them, he commences operations, and the 


of the word gratis, but who have paid 
smartly for their medicine —thus giving 
with one hand and taking back with the 
other—a system of charity which the gulli- 
ble public have not had the penetration to 
discover. 

I know of no better plan for correcting 
these abuses, than by — them to pub- 
lie contempt; and when such practices in- 
terfere with the interests of so useful and 
respectable a class of men as the general 
practitioners, whose sphere of action is 
already so much encroached upon by pre- 
sctibing ‘ druggists, oi! and ¢olour men,” 
by quacks of every degree, and by per- 
centage physicians, I think it the duty of 
every one to raise his voice against such in- 
roads, and endeavour to consign to oblivion 
such men and such measures. evs 


Lancashire, July, 1829. 


DIPLOMA OF THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancet. 
Sir,—Having diligently ‘‘ walked the 


two plunderers hammer their thick heads 
to discover means by which they can 
vent other druggists from comprehen 


land having qualifi 
ing | 


hospitals” for the space of twelve months, 
myself in all other 
equally important respects for presentation 


their symbolical trash ; if an honest patient | before the Court of Examiners in Lincoln’s 
is desirous of taking his prescription to the Inn Fields, as a candidate for what is com- 
shop, where he has been in the habit of monly considered the ‘‘ summus honos,” 

rchasing his dose of salts and senna, he|which a junior student in surgery can ob- 
incurs the doctor's high displeasure, with | tain, viz. the diploma of the Royal College of 
the painful information, that no farther ad- | Surgeons, I was about to appear in the above 
vice will be given, unless he acts according | character. Wishing, however, previously to 
to orders. ‘Thus these dignified pillars of ascertain the advantages to be derived from 
the profession, under the cloak of charity, a successful application, I inquired of seve- 
find that charity and benevolence form altal members of that self-constituted junto 
very considerable item in their receipts at what they actually were ; imagine my asto- 
the end of the year, while less ostentatious | nishment on being informed, that they were 
individuals place the figures in the list of/not known. Feeling confident that great 
expenditure. But, not only is this system | and manifold benefits, either in the way of 
to be deprecated as derogatory to the che-| fame or emolument, although not generally 
racter of a liberal profession, but it ought! known, must accrue, to each and all of the 


to be held up to contempt and oppro- members of this scientific body, whose ad- 
brium, as an infring t on the int 


|mission fee is twenty-two guineas, I apply 
of the young general practitioner, who, un- to you,* Mr. Editor, both as one of the mem- 
less placed under very peculiar advantages, | bers of this said body, and also as possessing 
has td rise in his profession by the success of | extensive information respecting all medical 
his treatment, by his care and kind atten- affairs, to point out these benefits and ad+ 
tions to the poor. As long, however, as vantages to me, that I may be enlightened 


+ 


this trade between doctor and druggist 
exists, the general practitioner is deprived 
of numberless chances ; as very many con- 
sult the doctor, who would certainly have 
employed the surgeon, save for that decoy 
duck, ‘ gratis. adyice.” I need not go far 
from my chair to point out some in good 
circumstances, who have taken the benedit 


on this obscure subject. 
I remain, Sir, 
An admirer of Tue Lancer, 


July 26th, 1829. 


* We recommend our correspondent to 
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592 TABLE OF FEES, 


Adopted by the Medical Practitioners of Aberdeen, January 1829, 


Tux difficulty experienced by the public, in the proper compensation for 
medical attendance and cquatiens in Emgny: having long been a matter of general com- 
plaint, and frequent application having been made to individuals in the profession to 
remove the difficulty, the Medical Practitioners of this place, at a Public Meeting called 
for the purpose of taking this subject into consideration, adopted the following Table, 
drawn from the tables of other large towns, and the practice of this one in particular. 

The sums stated are considered as about the average for the higher and middle classes, 
and the minimum for the third class ; but from the difficulty of framing rules applicable 
to every case, and the circumstances of every individual, any intermediate sum may be 

naa understanding that this Table has been agreed 

Itis tobe that the public, i 
to by the Medical Practitioners, will be no longer at any loss in knowing the proper 
remuneration to medical attendants. 


Visits in Town. £.8. d.| £8. £. 8. 

Single visits, from 9 a.m. to 9 P.Mecsececesesece 010 6 050 026 

When only one visit is 0 10 6 050 

Single visits, from 9 r.m. to 9 a.m. ee eeweereeee 111 6 110 010 6 
Attendance in Acute Diseases. 

Attendance in acute diseases, (being of short dura- alr i'6 


tion, and requiring frequent visits,) per week... | 4 4 0) 2 2 


Attendance in Chronic Diseases, (not requiring 
more than three visits a week,) per month.,.. | 4 4 
Advice at the practitioner's resideace .......... | 0 10 
Visits to the Country. 
Any distance, not exceeding two 
Any distance exceeding two miles, for every addi- 


These charges to be considered as exclusive of chaise - 
hire, &c., and are to be doubled from 9 p.m. to An 
additional charge of half the fee for visits by express. 
‘enti m. 
Every hour that the practitioner is detained after 
the first, either from urgency of the case, or 
desire of the patient or friends ............-. | 1 1 0) 010 6) 0 5 O 
During a whole night 3 3 0 2 1 1 0 
Consultation. 
Consultation with physician or surgeon.......... | 1 1 0) 010 6] 0 5 0 
Consultation by letter ......cccceseececestoee 22:0 110 0 10 6 
110; 010 6; 0 50 


Certificate of health... 
Surgical ions. 

Capital operations-—as amputation, trepanning, li- 
y, hernia, extirpation of mamme, extrac- 

tion of cataract .......+ 21 00 
Lesser operations—as amputation of toes and 
fingers, hydrocele, harelip, extracting of tumours, 
Ditto, ditto, introducing bougie, catheter, pro- 
bang, vaccination, extracting teeth, cupping, 


applying leeches 1 1 0 0 10 6 0 5 0 
Fractures and dislocations | 5 5 0} $ 3 0} 
In all the above cases, the charge is for the operation 
only.—The subsequent visits to be paid for separately. 
Examination, in cases of accident, where no opera- 
tion 18 MECESSATY .. cece 1 1 0 0 10 6 0 5 0 
ifery. 2 2 to 
Delivery in ordinary COS€3 .....sseseoececseres 10 10 0 5 5 0 1 1 0 
Ditto by instruments, or tuning | 1515 7 7 


Extracting placenta, reducing inverted uterus,,.. | 3 3 
Attendance with a midwile to be charged the same 
as for delivery. 
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HOSPITAL FEES. 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, Augusi 8, 1829. 


A svusr and general dissatisf.ction has 
long prevailed among all classes of the pro- 
fession, with the extravagance of the rers 
exacted from pupils for permission to walk 
the wards of our various charitable esta- 
blishments. The numerous evils arising 
from this imposition, we shall consider on a 
future occasion: at present, we shall confine 
ourselves to a refutation of the arguments 
advanced by the nats and corruPrionists 
in defence of the system. ‘These arguments 
are, as well as we have been enabled to 
collect or to understand them, comprehended 
in the following propositions.—First, that 
this exaction has a tendency, with other con- 
genial measures, toraise the respectability of 
the profession by excluding poverty from its 
pale :—Secondly, that these fees are a legiti- 
mate. compensation to the medical officers of 
these establishments for the labour, otherwise 
gratuitously expended, in attending them :— 
Thirdly, that the money paid is really 
earned, and of course due, for the instruc- 
tion communicated to the pupil by the 
master :—And lastly, that the officers who 
receive the fees, have both a legal and a just 
right to impose this tax on the pupils. In 
the nataral order of discussion, the question 
of right presents itself first for consideration, 
and we shall commence with a few observa- 
tions on this rether obscure subject. In 
this country, at least, we know of no tax or 
impost levied upon any class of society, for 
which the sanction of some statutory, cor- 
porate, or common law cannot be produced. 
A tax may be unjust, impolitic, oppressive, 
an abuse; but still some perverted ramifica- 
tion of custom or of the constitution can be 
found, throwing the shadow of its protection 
over the delinquency. In short,some jus- 
tification of the extortion will be extracted, 
from fact or fiction, if the propriety of the 


No, 10, 


deed be questioned: but hospital fees are a 
perfect and single exception to this general 
rule, and the circumstances of the case 
clearly demonstrate it. The institutions in 
which they are levied, are the property of 
none, while they are the property of all ; 
they are the creations of bequests made for 
a definite object—the provision of competent 
medical treatment for the indigent sick. 
For this, their exclusive end, a number of 
individuals are invested with legislative 
powers; and, to the attainment of this de- 
sign, we maintain, they are specifically 
bound. Beyond this, any act of theirs is 
overt, illegal, supererogatory ; for it is con- 
trary to their act of incorporation, as well as 
to the intention of the testater. This we 
state positively, after a minute examination 
of all the documents relating to these sub- 
jects, and after the perusal of the best autho 
rities on corporate law. In this respect, the 
governor and the cook of the hospital are on 
a perfect equality, each has his duties to 
perform, and with their performance his 
commission ends, Whence then do the me- 
dical officers derive their right of mulcting 
the pupils? From the president of the 
board-room, or from the president of the 
kitchen? From whence, we repeat the 
question, has this right been derived? If 
they answer, that they are empowered by 
the governors to impose this tax on the 
pupils; we reply, that the governors them- 
selves have no such power to delegate. Let 
them produce a clause, a single phrase, in 
the wills of the founders of these institu- 
tions, or in the acts of their incorporation, 
relating to the payment of fees by pupils, 
and we will submit to the discovery. But 
no such passage really exists: nor do we 
believe that any verbal or written authority 
to this effect, has ever been given by the 
governors to the medical officers of our hos- 
pitals. They certainly permit them to re- 
ceive these odious fees, but their permission 
is purely passive, for they know well, that 
they have no right whatever to confer any 
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such suthority. The imposition is, there- 
fore, founded on a mere usurpation of right; 
it has been generated by rapacity on one side, 
and by criminal neglect on the other ; and, 
like possession in law, is supported by a sort 
of statute of limitation, against the just 
claim of the student for free attendance on 
the medical practice of these institutions. 
Se much for right; the practice will be 
found equally unsupported by arguments, 
The first of these, as already stated, relates 
to the “ respectability” of the profession,—a 
term, by the way, of very complex significa- 
tion. According to the conventional glos- 
sary of those who make use of this phrase, it 
means, the possession of a certain modicum 
of money, the being thoroughly embued with 
the esprit de corps of the body to which the 
“ respectable” individual belongs’; and, by an 
inferential assumption from these strange 
data, that he will, in proportion to his other 
qualities, be learned and scientific, The 
whole of this is purely imaginative—the 
mere creation of corporate sophistry, The 
possession of money can neither confer talent 
nor learning ; the esprit de corps, of which 
we have lately heard so much, means sim- 
ply, that if the body goes to the devil, the 
members should go after it; and as to the 
corollary following these premises, that 
competency of practice necessarily arises 
out of respectability, it is too absurd for con- 
sideration. We have heard it said, indeed, 
that the expense of medical education 
should not be lower than that of the other 
professions. To this we reply, that to argue 
thus, is to justify one error by another ; for 
we hold that no class of men, professing any 
art or science, has a right, by the exaction of 
exorbitant fees, to exclude persons qualified 
to practise that art or science for their own 
advantage, or for that of society. So far from 
the “‘ respectability” of the profession be- 
ing in this respect good, we deem it oue of 
the greatest evils to society. In this sense, 
indeed, the profession is far too ‘‘ respect- 
able.” Where all are to be benefited, why 


should not the doors be thrown open to all. 
But, in truth, is not talent in a medical 
man, the only thing which can render him 
either respectable or useful? There is, in 
fact, no falsehood by which this system has 
been supported, more gross, than the assump- 
tion, that any advantage is derived from 
what has been termed the “ respectability” 
of the profession—a falsehood at once capa- 
ble of refutation, by looking at the base and 
capital of the profession at this moment, 
where we shall find, that those who were 
once the poorest students, are now the 
highest members of the profession ; while 
many who were wealthy in the commence- 
ment of their career, are now as notorious for 
their stupidity and poverty, as the others 
are for their talents, learning, and success, 
We now come to consider the argument 
that these fees are paid as a compensation 
for the services performed by the medical 
officers in our hospitals. It is true they un- 
dertake to perform these duties, in the gene- 
rality of instances, almost gratuitously ; 
but who compels them to do so? In ac- 
cepting their offices, they are aware that the 
salary is nominal ; why, therefore, on being 
elected, do they turn round from their em- 
ployers, and seek compensation of the 
pupils, who have no concern whatever with 
their compacts? They might, we conceive, 
just as well, or even with more propriety, 
look to the patients, as to the pupils, for re- 
muneration, for labours which they had un- 
dertaken to perform gratuitously. The as- 
sumption, however, that they really per- 
form the duties of these offices without re- 
muneration is false. Is the opportunity 
thus afforded for acquiring information, 
nothing? Is the patronage secured by 
being connected with such institutions, 
nothing? Is the publicity which their 
names, and merits, if they possess any, ob- 
tain, nothing in the advancement of their 
interests? Look at the profession, and see 
who are they who have succeeded in amass- 


ing large fortunes, Are they not hospit 
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surgeons and physicians? So enormous are 
the fortunes sometimes thus made, that 
such offices are the great objects of every 
young man’s ambition. Yet we are coolly 
and deliberately told, that the services are 
performed gratuitously, and that, therefore, 
these officers are entitled to extract money 
from the pockets of the pupils! The asser- 
tion that the fees are really earned by the 
surgeons and physicians of these establish- 
ments, by virtue of the instruction which 
they communicate to the pupils, is just as 
fallacious as those which have been re- 
futed. Whether the pupils pay these fees, 
or do not pay them, the efficers are bound 
to discharge their obligations to the misera- 
ble patients. The knowledge which the 
pupil derives from looking on, imposes no 
additional labour on the surgeons; what 
difference, therefore, does it make to them, 
whether there are a thousand spectators of 
their practice, or none at all? We assert, 
however, that the only species of instruction 
for which the student could, with any de- 
gree of propriety, be called upon to pay, 
is not communicated in our hospitals. We 
allude, of course, to clinical lectures. 
Occasionally, indeed, discourses of this kind 
are delivered ; but if the fees paid are for 
these discourses, the price is rather of the 
extravagant order, at least in the hospitals 
of this metropolis. In the Royal Infirmary 
of Edinburgh, where a regular course of 
clinical instruction is given for six months, 
four times in each week, the price is but 
four guineas ; while in the London and 
Dablin hospitals, where a clinical lecture 
is scarcely ever heard, the price is from 
twenty to thirty guineas! A charge, literally 
and truly, for nothing more than permission 
to walk through the wards. Let us hope, 
however, that better times are at hand ; al- 
ready, indeed, is improvement on the match ; 
Mr. Branssy Coorer, we hear, has re- 
cently delivered a clinical lecture on 
Litnotomy! occasioned by the fatal result 
of his two last operations performed on one 


and the same day. The charge at Guy’s, 
therefore, may be considered moderate ; 
but how the difference, in the price and in 
the quality of the article purchased, which 
exists in the hospitals of London and Edin- 
burgh, all “ recognised” schools by the sages 
of Lincoln’s Jnn Fields, is to be reconciled, 
we know not; unless, indeed, the medical 
officers of these institutions, in selling their 
knowledge, act on the principle of the for- 
tune-telling mac, who raised her demand, in 
proportion to the paucity of her inspira- 
tions. 

We have thus considered the several pre- 
texts put forward in support of this perni- 
cious and unjust tax, without touching on 
the real motive of its imposition—avarice. 
But as an acknowledgment of this sordid 
feeling would not bear the light, it has 
been scrupulously kept out of sight by the 
supporters of the fraud. We are anxious 
that the officers of our hospitals should be 
adequately rewarded for their labours, but 
let the payments come directly from the 
fands of the institutions. This would at 
ence check the march of imposition and 
ignorance, and effectually prevent the elec- 
tion of quacks and impostors. 


An Experimental Inquiry into the Laws 
which regulate the Phenomena of Or- 
ganic and Animal Life. By G. C. 
M.D.,&c. Edinburgh, 

lan, 1829. 8vo. pp. 460. 


Tue merit of having thrown even an imper- 
fect light on this obscure and difficult sub- 
ject, would compensate for many more errors 
and fallacies than Dr. Holland has com- 
mitted in his work. It is his chief fault that, 
like most other authors of new theories, he 
has attempted to extend the application of 
that which he has now ofiginated, to con- 
ditions which it is evidently inefficient to 
explain. Nearly the whole of those morbid 
conditions of the body, which have hitherto 
been regarded as affections of the nervous 
system exclusively, Dr. Holland attributes 


to disturbance of the respiratory actions, 
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from the irregularity of which, the circula- 
tion, and the generation of animal heat, are, 
consequently, affected. The source of the 
latter he seems to consider as indisputably 
situated in the lungs. To meet the objection 
that, in this case, the lungs would, necessa- 
rily, be much hotter than the rest of the 
body, he observes, that if the whole mass 
of blood pass through the lungs once in 
three minutes, acquiring at each time one 
additional degree of heat, both of which 
points have been proved by direct experi- 
ment, the body would receive an accession 
of twenty degrees per hour, a quantity 
which is more than would, under ordinary 
circumstances, pass off from it. 

The work commences with the somewhat 
paradoxical proposition, that “ animal heat 
is not in the direct ratio of the quantity of 
oxygen inhaled, but in the inverse ratio of 
the quantity of blood exposed to this prin- 
ciple.” It has been fully proved by Haller, 
and more lately by Barry, and Carson, that 
the passage of blood from the lungs, is acce- 
lerated during expiration, and retarded 
during inspiration ; while the afflux to them 
from the body is impeded in the one, and 
facilitated in the other; they will therefore 
contain more blood in the latter than in the 
former state. It has also been proved by 
Dr. Bostock, that little more than one- 
seventh of the air contained in the chest is 
expelled at an ordinary expiration; “ the 
air,” therefore, ‘‘ which is received by any 
single inspiration, does not immediately act 
upon the blood ; its office is to supply the 
deficiency occasioned by the previous expi- 
ration ; and after several series of such ex- 
pirations, it is brought into intimate contact 
with this fluid, and tends to continue the 
successive alterations which it undergoes.” — 
p-13. Now,as “ the lungs always contain 
a considerable quantity of air, and as this is 
that portion which immediately acts upon 
the blood, it is fair to suppose that if we 
diminish this blood by a series of expiratory 
actions, it will be more perfectly oxyge- 
nated, because a smaller quantity is sub- 
mitted to the action of a given quantity of 
air.’—p. 16. It may be objected to this, 
that as the afflux of blood and air are simul- 
taneous, the proportional quantity of each 
will always be the same ; but we should re- 
member, that a single short inspiration will 
supply lost during a num- 


ber of expirations, while the sum of blood 
emitted from the lungs during the Jatter, 
will considerably exceed that impelled into 
them during the former. This theory, how- 
ever, is supported more by the result of ob- 
servation than by mere reasoning; and in 
every condition of the body in which expi- 
ratory actions predominate, as in a paroxysm 
of anger, in blowing wind instruments, &c., 
various indications of the increased oxyge- 
nation of the blood, and excitement of the 
sanguineous system, are to be observed. 
The face is flushed, the surface of the body 
is warmer, and the pulse is not only quicker, 
but fuller and stronger than usual ; while, 
on the contrary, whenever the inspirations 
exceed the expirations in force, extent, or 
frequency, as in fear, grief, or suppressed 
anger, with the exception of the quick- 
ness of the pulse, the reverse of all these 
occurs. A very simple experiment will 
serve to show the truth of this state- 
ment. If, in a state of health and quie- 
tude, the pulse be counted, and several 
deep inspirations, followed by expirations as 
slight as possible, be made for the space of 
a minute or two, the pulse will be found to 
have increased in quickness, but to have 
diminished in fullness and strength. If, on 
the contrary, a number of forced expirations 
be made, it will be found to have increased 
in all three, while, at the same time, some 
heat of the face will be produced. In the 
cold fit of ague, and in the paroxysms of 
asthma, in both of which there is great pul- 
monary congestion, there is diminished 
temperature, not only of the surface, from 
the departure of the blood, but of the whole 
body, from the imperfect generation of heat ; 
and in the former disease, bleeding has 
often induced the hot stage, which it could 
only do by relieving the lungs of a portion of 
their blood, and enabling the remainder to 
be more perfectly oxygenated. With regard 
to the latter circumstance, we cannot do 
better than give, in the author’s own words, 
the important conclusion which he draws 
from it. ‘* If,” he observes, “ the frequency 
of respiration,’’ (independent of the quantity 
of blood in the lungs,) “ in all cases, pro- 
duced animal heat, should we not expect 
thet the function, when accelerated to its 
greatest extent, would evolve a proportion- 
ate quantity of this principle? But, in this 


example, we perceive that a quantity of air, 
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greater than what is natural, is brought into 
contact with the blood in the lungs, and yet 
the temperature is less than in any other 
disease, or state of the system.”"—p. 50. 
Without going into all the arguments 
which might be brought forward for or 
against the theory in question, end having 
said enough, we trust, to show our read- 
ers that, if not altogether unobjectionable, 
it deserves their attention, we pass on to 
the observations and experiments on the in- 
fluence which the respiratory organs exer- 
cise over the digestive functions. 

The experiments of Wilson Philip were, 
we believe, generally considered to have 
proted, that the pneumogastric nerves have 
a direct influence on digestion, this function 
having been suspended when the nerves 
were divided, and restored, at least in some 
degree, when they were submitted to the 
action of galvanism. But the experimenter 
did not sufficiently take into account the 
circumstance of the nerves also supplying 
the lungs, the functions of which are greatly 
impaired by their division ; according to his 
own account, ‘‘ great dyspnoea being in every 
instance produced, and the air-cells and 
tubes being found clogged with frothy mu- 
cus.” Now, that digestion is intimately con- 
nected with the state of the circulation is 
proved by the circumstance, that every 
thing which tends to give energy to the 
latter, increases the activity of the former ; 
and it might be fairly inferred, that those 
causes which impair the one, would, through 
it, affect the other. It was, therefore, at 
least very probable, that in the experiments 
in question, digestion was arrested, more 
from the disturbance of the circulation, than 
from the stomach being immediately de- 
prived of nervous influence. The researches 
of Dr. Holland have proved such to be the 
case. Considering that the dyspnoea chiefly 
arose from the paralysis of the muscles of 
the glottis, after having divided the nerves 
in some rabbits, he opened the trachea, and 
fixed a tube in it. Under these circum- 
stances the animals were observed to breathe 
freely, and to lose but little of their activity. 
When killed after a certain number of hours, 
no congestion was found in the lungs, and 
the food which had been taken just before, 
or during the experiment, was as much di- 
gested as it would have been, in the same 


tabbits, in whom the nerves were at the 
same time divided, but in which no tube 
was fixed in the trachea, presented after 
death all those appearances described by 
Wilson Philip. ‘The same writer also con- 
cluded, from digestion being impaired after 
the spinal chord was destroyed in the lum- 
bar region, that the nerves given off from 
this part of it, have a direct influence on the 
stomach. Dr. Holland, however, contends, 
that this function was impaired, not from 
the stomach being deprived of a portion of 
nervous influence, but from the general di- 
minution of temperature, and the consequent 
congestion in the lungs, and impeded circu- 
lation. This was very evident in the only 
rabbit in which the thermometer is stated to 
have been employed, the heat sinking gra- 
dually in 34 hours, from 98° to 75°.—p. 226. 
It is an ingenious, and, as far as we 
know, an original idea of our author, that, in 
the child, from the little energy required in 
the digestive organs, the non-development 
of the parts of generation, and the absence 
of all depressing mental affections, which 
tend to cause internal congestion of blood, 
the circulation is essentially external, while, 
in the adult, from the reverse of these, it 
may be said to be essentially internal.—p.102. 
This idea will serve to explain, why a young 
animal will suffer more from the application 
of cold, than an adult ; which is not, as Dr. 
Edwards supposed, from its inferior faculty 
of generating heat, but, from the surface of 
the body being deprived of a greater quan- 
tity of blood, and the lungs being: propor- 
tionally oppressed by it, and thus prevented 
from duly performing their functions. To 
prove this, the author removed a certain 
number of young, and a certain number of 
old rabbits, from a room at 45° in which 
they had been kept for three days, into ano- 
ther, the temperature of which was 67°, and 
found, that while the former gained on the 
average 3°, the latter gained only 14°. The 
experiment would, however, have been more 
complete and satisfactory, had the animals 
been first placed in a room at 67°, and their 
temperature taken then, as well as on the 
two subsequent occasions. 
It will also account for the different cha- 
racter of the hemorrhages affecting young 
and old persons, far better than the supposi- 
tions of Cullen, and Parry, who attributed it 


period, in an uninjured anima! ; while other 


to the different relative density of the arto- 
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rial and venous coats at different periods of | tencies exist, in the various opinions brought 
life. forward.” Whatever may be the precise 


The power of resisting a high temperature, 
is ascribed by Dr. Holland to the circum- 


_ Btance of the air in the lungs being rarefied, 


80 that the blood exposed to it, is less per- 
fectably oxygenised, and the generation of 
heat, consequently limited; where, how- 
ever, the temperature of the air exceeds 
that of the body, this can have but a very 
slight effect, and he is certainly wrong in 
laying comparatively so little stress on the 
evaporation from the surface, which must 


_ necessarily be far more efficient, as a posi- 


tive counteraction to the heating effect of 
the surrounding atmosphere. The great 
heat of the skin in fever, sometimes depends 
on diminished evaporation, and sometimes 
on increased generation of heat. In the 


‘former case, the patient is very sensible of 


cold, the pulse is generally small, and the 
blood, when drawn, is not buffed; in the 
latter, the reverse is the case. ‘his fact 
may serve as an answer to those who might 
adduce the heat of the skin in congestive 
fevers, as an argument against the proposi- 
tion with which the first chapter is headed. 
Tn local inflammations, the heat is, accord- 
ing to Holland, rather to be attributed to 


diminished evaporation, than to a specific 


action of the vessels of the part; but it may 
“also depend on the increase in the quantity 
of blood, and the more frequent renewal of 
it, from the excited action of the capilla- 
Ties, (p. 205); with regard to the latter 


“cause, the author’s opinion is d to 


.that of most modern writers on inflamma- 
tion, who agree that the circulation in an 
inflamed part, is slower than natural. 

The observations on the action of opium 
on the system, (p. 240, et seq.) are very far 
from satisfactory, and do not tend to solve 
the difficulties which have bitherto attended 
its explanation. The author denies that it 
acts as a ernyire, stimulant, according 
to the dose; “ for,” says he, ‘in the 
greater pl of instances in which the 
former property is exhibited, the action of 
the heart is augmented; and when the lat- 
ter is supposed to be present, from the great 
vigour exhibited by the heart and arterial 
system, the faculties of the mind are de- 
pressed, or incapacitated from performing 
their ordinary functions. It is, therefore, 


manner in which opium first acts on the sys- 
tem, it is generally allowed that it sooner 
or later induces congestion, both in the 
lungs and brain, a circumstance from which 
the author draws the important practical 
conclusion, that in those cases in which it 
has been taken as a poison, emetics are ser- 
viceable, not merely by emptying the sto- 
mach, but by relieving the congestion of 
blood, and determining it to the surface, a 
point well worthy the attention of those who 
consider the stomach pump as an efficient 
substitute for emetics. To the same prin- 
ciple may also be referred, the beneficial 
effects of bleeding under similar circum- 
stances. 


The object of the twelfth chapter is chiefly 
to show, that the sensorium has no direct 
influence through the nervous system, upon 
the action of the heart, and that injury done, 
or stimuli applied to the former, affect the 
latter only through the medium of the blood ; 
and this is, in great measure, proved by the 
author’s own experiments, as well as those 
of Fontana, Monro, and even Wilson Philip, 
though he considered them as proving just 
the reverse. We give the author’s own 
words :—‘* The heart has been shown to be 
independent of the brain, yet capable of 
being influenced by it. Ifthe former organ 
be independent of the latter, the sensorium 
is, every moment, dependent on the heart 
for its vitality, and the exercise of its func- 
tions; therefore, whatever mechanical 
means are applied, whether to the whole or 
any single part, they will disorder the action 
of the heart in proportion to the extent of 
the sanguiferous system implicated. The 
return and distribution of the blood will be 
retarded and arrested, and this circumstance 
cannot occur, without giving rise to evideat 
effects in the contractions of the — 
p- 272. In the observations on diseases 
of the heart, introduced in chap. xiii,, under 
the head of ‘ Palpitation,” there is one 
statement, viz. ‘‘ That diseased valves may 
be regarded as the cause of every change of 
structure that affects the heart,” which is 
certainly incorrect. Instances of hypertro- 
phy and dilatation, without any valvuler 
disease, are very common, and we almost as 


manifest, that contradictions and inconsis- 


frequently find disease of the valves existing 
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CIVIALE’S LITHONTRITIC CLAIMS. 


alone, unaccompanied by any further or- 
ganic derangement. 

The objection to Burns’ explanation of 
the cause of a paroxysm of the morbus ceru- 


leus, appear very just, 


have wished, most sincerely, that be had 
rested for fame upon his own merits, and 
not deemed it necessary, as an element of 
success, to impugn the rights of Dr. Civiale, 
as the author and inventor of the operation 


though he has not and instrument employed for lithotrity; nay, 


substituted any other for it. This writer, more, 1 would fain persuade myself that 


has stated, that it takes place from an accu- 
mulation of blood in the arterial systém, in- 
duced more or less speedily, accordingly as 
the heart is excited or not ; but it is evident, 
that the relative proportions of oxygenised 
blood transmitted through the lungs, and of 
venous blood, which passes through the 
foramen ovale, will be exactly the same, 
whether the heart be acting rapidly or 
slowly. 

In the 14th chapter, Dr. Holland asserts, 
that sea sickness depends on pulmonary 
congestion, and ‘ does not hesitate to affirm, 
that there is, in every stage of nausea, an 
increased quantity of blood in the chest, 
and a diminution iu the head ;” but to this 
it may be objected, that sea-sickness is fre- 
quently kept up by exercise, which tends to 
lighten the lungs, by producing a determi- 
nation of blood to the skin, and is relieved by 
perfect quietude and opium, which have 
nearly a contrary effect. We regret that 
our limits do not allow us to notice the re- 
maining chapters, the contents of which are 
at least as interesting as those which we 
have noticed. The work reflects credit on 
the industry and research of the author, 


CLAIMS OF M. CIVIALE TO THE INVENTION 
OF LITHOTRITY. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

Srr,—I have read with great and painful 
surprise, in your last Number, a series of 
statements, reflecting in very unmeasured 
language, on the pretensions of Dr. Civiale 
asa scientific man and a moral character. | 
regret, exceedingly, that one gentleman 
should have spoken so inconsiderately of 
another, and particularly of one who has 
merited so well, not only of his country and 
of his age, but of the entire human family. 
From the long and intimate relation in 
which I have had the honour of antes to- 
wards that truly meritorious individual, 
having participated in the long series of his 
brilliant operations, I feel bound, as well in 
justice as in gratitude, to defend him from 
unmerited aspersion. 
For the credit of M, Heurteloup; 


most of the inaccuracies of which I complain, 
have slided into print, between M, Heurte- 
loup’s ignorance of our language, and mis- 
apprehension on the part of your reporter, 
else how could it have been stated that M. 
Civiale was indebted to M. Le Roy (d’Eti- 
olles) for the model of his instrument, or 
that he had himself of it surrep- 
titiously ? 

‘The article states that, five years ago, 
M. Heurteloup, indignant at Civiale’s con- 
duct towards M. Le Koy, first turned his 
attention to lithotrity ; yet M. Heurteloup’s 
indignation did not, at the period he men- 
tions, prevent him from inserting in the dr- 
chives Générales, May, 1824, a highly lauda- 
tory article, in which he thus expresses 
himself :—* The foregoing is a rapid exposé 
of M, Civiale’s meth . ++ For my own 
part, hurried away by my enthusiasm at the 
splendid results which M. Civiale has ob- 
tained from the researches in which he has 
heen engaged since 1817, I have, &c.” 
M. Heurteloup concludes this article by 
adopting the words of the report to the 
Academy of Sciences, which are, ‘‘ We are 
of opinion that the new method proposed 
by Dr. Civiale, for destroying the stone in 
the bladder, without having recourse to the 
cutting operation, is alike glorious for 
French surgery, honourable for its author, 
and consoling for humanity.” 

The facts of the case are as follows :— 

M. Civiale, who had been previously oc- 
cupied in constructing instruments for the 
destruction of calculus in the bladder, ad- 
dressed, in June, 1818, a memoir to the 
minister of the interior, demanding an ad- 
vance of money, to enable him to execute 
instruments of his own invention, for de- 
stroying stone in the bladder without cut- 
ting. This memoir was transmitted a few 
days afterwards, under the No. 20,639, to a 
commission of the F; Medicine, with 
exp drawings. M., Civiale was im- 
mediately informed by the minister of this 
proceeding, and, on the 14th of the same 
month, the Barons Chaussier and P 
were appointed to report on the same. The 
instrument, even then, was called a lithon- 
triptor, and was executed the following year 
by an artisan of Paris, with modifications 
and improvements, so as to resemble, very 
closely, the instrument now in use. The re- 
porters, in 1824, place this fact beyond 
question, by the following expression ;— 
“ Thus we can trace back to or five 
years the existence of this method.” 
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At what time, it will be asked, did M. 
Le Roy publish his lithontriptic instrument? 
In 182%, a month after M. Amussat had 
shown the possibility of effacing the curva- 
tures of the urethra—a fact which M. Le 
Roy affirms was the ground-work of bis in- 
ventive efforts, and of which he was igno- 
rant (ashe states himself) until M. Amussat 

laimed it. Now the Egyptiavs seem to 
ve been aware of the fact ; the Romans 
knew it; it was taught by Rameau, Lieu- 
taud, and Santarelli, of Kome, in the last 
century, and in the present it had been 
demonstrated by Lassus, Montagu, Gruithui- 
zen, Elderton of Northampton, (I believe,) 
and by Civiale. 

From what precedes, it is evident that 
four years at least, intervened between the 
presentation of M. Civiale’s memoir, and 
the publication of M. Le Roy’s instrument. 
The principal difference between the in- 
ventions of these gentlemen was, that in- 
Stead of elastic branches, M. Le Roy pro- 
posed watch-springs for seizing and fixing 
the stone in the bladder. But the applica- 
tion of this instrument was impossible ; and 
80 convinced was M. Le Roy himself on 
this point, that he soon after substituted for 
the watch-springs, a branch pincers resem- 
bling that of M. Civiale. It is, however, 


important to remark that this change of 
M. Le Roy’s instrument, was not made till 


M. Civiale’s method and operations were 
erally known. A passage from Baron 
ercy’s letter to M. Le Roy on this subject, 
and published by the latter, places this 
the reach of cavilling. “I 
in my possession,” writes Baron Percy, 
“one of the little watch-springs, for which 
you have substituted the pincers of Franco’s 
relation ; you let it drop in my room when 
You came to show me your instruments, 
with which, assuredly, you could not have 
performed one of those brilliant operations 
of which M. Civiale made us witnesses.” 
This change, however, was not a fortunate 
one for M. Roy; for the extremities of 
the branches not Cae sufficiently curved, 
it was scarcely possible to avoid pinching 
the bladder, in the attempt to seize the 
stone; and, accordingly, M. Le Roy in- 
forms us that this accident happened in the 
case of a woman, u whom he made the 
first application of his instrument in April, 
1824. He tells us, |‘ he could not seize the 
stone; that the bladder was pinched ; that 
there was great difficulty to withdraw the 
instrument ; that the patient afterwards sub- 
mitted to be cut, and that she died,”—~(See 

149 of his work.) 

e may now infer which of these gentle- 
men copied from the other: but this is not 
the only fact connected with the imitation 
of Civiale’s instrument. 

M. Civiale’s first instruments hed no pro- 


MR. COSTELLO ON THE CLAIMS OF 


vision for preventing the water inj into 
the bladder, from flowing out during the 
operation. His experiments on living ani- 
mals pointed out the necessity of remedying 
this defect. The same defect e in 
M. Le Roy’s instrument, to correct which 
he again copies from Civiale. 

M. Le Roy himself could not shut his 
eyes to the evidence of M. Civiale’s claims ; 
he avowed that he bad previously assured 
himself, by reading M. Civiale’s memoir, 
that M. Civiale bad proposed, in 1818, a 
pincers, with elastic branches, for seizing 
the stone, and a stilette or perforator to re- 
duce it. Such an avowal places M. Le Roy 
in a very awkward predicament. 

Now I put it to any honest man, on the 
facts I have stated, to say which of those 
gentlemen is guilty of the plagiary? Whose 
is the invention of lithotrity? Where now 
are the grounds of M. Heurteloup’s indig- 
nation ? 

Tt should not be overlooked, that the com- 
missaries, Barons Chaussier and Percy, who 
drew up their report in 1824, were the same 
who had been appointed to report on his 
Memoir in 1818. These honourable men 
did not hesitate to speak of this method as 
Civiale’s, or to say that M. Civiale “ had 
arrived the first.” 

Touching the prizes awarded by the Aca- 
demy of Sciences, the facts are as follows :— 
In 1824, the Academy adopted the report, in 
which M. Civiale’s claims are judged. In 
1825, the Academy promised prizes for the 
most favourable results of lithotrity. In 
1826, the Academy, not judging the moment 
favourable for the distribution of prizes, 
distributed titles of encouragement only, 
awarding to Dr. Civiale 6000 francs, and to 
M. J. Le Roy d’Etiolles, 2000 francs. In 
1827, the Academy granted 10,000 francs to 
M. Civiale, and amedal of encouragement to 
M. Le Roy, of the value of 2000 francs. In 
1828, Baron Heurteloup obtained a prize 
for improvements in the instruments, on 
condition of publishing his instruments to- 
gether with the cases in which they hed 
been employed. He has not complied with 
this condition, and consequently, as I have 
been informed, the prize is in abeyance. 
And here let me add, that it is incorrect to 
say, that the title of Baron was conferred on 
him, for bis merit as an operator for the 
stone. This title descends from M. Heur- 
teloup’s late father, on whom it was con- 
ferred by Buonaparte. The only title con- 
ferred by the French sovereign for merit as 
a lithotritist, was that of Knight of the 
Legion of Honour on M. Civiale. 

T fear, Sir, I trespass-too largely upon 
our columns, The defence of Dr. Civiale 
as led me far, and yet an important 

part of my subject still remains. 

Ist, It is incorrect to state, that perfora- 
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CIVIALE AND HEURTELOUP.—ANEURISM. 


tion is had recourse to for the destruction of 
small stones. When stones do not exceed 
the size of a hazel nut, they are crushed at 
ane the united pressure of the perfora- 
tor and the claws, As to the entanglement 
of the claws -with the three-branch instru- 
ment, I have never seen it happen, and I 
believe I am warranted in saying, that if such 
an accident were likely to occur, I should 
have seen it. It is, however, matter of no- 
toriety, that this accident has happened to 
Professor Lallement, of Montpellier, whose 
dexterity in operating is well known, with 
M. Heurteloup’s four-branch instrument. 
The details of the case have been published 
by M. Lallement, 

2d. The instrument & virgule, is far infe- 
rior to the perforator showa last year in this 
country, by my friend Dr. Pecchioli, It is 
applicable to only about an eighth of the 

culous patients susceptible of cure by 
this method. It is too weak for safe use in 


ordinary cases. 

3d. The value of the four branch pincers 
is exemplified by Professor Lallement’s 
case, The objections to it may form the 
subject of a subsequent observation. The 
pince & fi , formerly called the pince 
servante, which comes in for so much admi- 
ration, consists of nineteen pieces. Civiale’s 
instrument may not, from its simplicity, 
stand so high in the estimation of some peo- 
ple, as it consists only of six pieces. 

4th. The brise cogue was, no doubt, ne- 
cessary to complete the ensemble of the 
theory. I shall only make one observation 
on this instrument. If the three-branch 
instrument adapts itself — the pans 
sity of perforation, to fragments or sm 
caleal, what is to become of the bdrise 
coque? Of course it must share the fate of 
all the brise cogues that have gone before 
it, not excepting even Dr. Civiale’s. 

The sense of the profession in France is 
shown in the simple fact, that in March 
last, when Professor Baron Dubois, whose 
character is sufficiently known in this coun- 
try, was to be operated upon for the stone, 
he gave the preference to Civiale and his 
simple instruments, and when his cure was 
effected, he addressed, through the medium 
of the medical and literary journals, a most 
flattering letter to the Professor, and in 
which he speaks of the operation as one “‘ to 
which M. Civiale has irrevocably attached 

The foregoing observations would never 
have been submitted to the public, if the wri- 
ter alone had been concerned ; but when a 
man, whose talents have been of such eminent 
utility to science and mankind generally, 
was so unfairly stigmatised as a char- 
it became the duty of ay 

so many opportunities of judging of Ci- 
viale’s skill. to set the public right upon the 


subject, and defend his character from un- 
just attacks, 
J bave the honour to be, &c. 
W. B. 
108, Jermyn Street, St. James’s, 
August 4th, 1829. 


OSPEDALE DI FERRARA. 
SUCCESSFUL TREATMENT OF ANEURISM BY 
THE TEMPORARY APPLICATION OF A LI- 
GATURE. 


Marrano wtat. 22, of a roe 
bust constitution, was, on the 2ist of July, 
1828, bled from the left arm by an unskilful 
surgeon, who divided the artery along with 
the vein, so that violent hemorrhage ensued, 
which was ultimately arrested by strong 
compression. The external wound speedily 
healed, and the patient resumed his former 
occupation, but was, a short time afterwards, 
obliged to give it up again, on account of a 
tumour which appeared under the cicatrix. 
On his admission into the hospital on the 
7th of September, the aneurism being very 
painful, and of the size of a turkey’s egg, he 
was repeatedly bled, ordered spare diet, and 
had ice placed on the tumour; the further 
development of which being, however, not 
retarded by these remedies, the operation 
was performed on the 17th of September by 
Dr. Malago. An incision having been made 
along the internal margin of the biceps, 
about an inch above the tumour, the artery 
was isolated, and a ligature applied to it, 
with a small cylinder of adhesive plaster, 
according to Scarpa’s method ; the two ex- 
tremities of the ligature were twisted until 
pulsation was imperceptible, both in the 
tumour and the radial artery: the edges of the 
wound were brought into close contact. [m- 
mediately after the operation, the patient felt 
a sensation of cold im the left hand, accom- 
panied by tingling and numbness. He was 
twice bled on the same day, and a third 
time the following morning. Thirty-five 
hours after the operation, obscure pulsations 
were felt at the wrist, and sixty hours after- 
wards, the ligature was loosened and with- 
drawn together with the cylinder. No un- 
favourable symptom was observed after the 
operation ; there was hardly any fever; the 
tumour diminished in size, and the sensation 
of cold in the hand disappeared ; the numb- 
ness continue], however, for about twelve 
days, after which the limb had reacquired 
its usual sensibility. After the removal of 
the ligature the wound soon cicatrised, so 
that on the 7th of October the patient was 
discharged cured, the tumour being then 
reduced to a third of its former sizee—Vuovo 
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HOPITAL BEAUJON. 


MELANOTIC TUMOUR IN THE SUBCUTANE- 
OUS TISSUE OF THE HAND, 


F.F., a middle aged man, of plethoric 
habit, and a robust constitution, was ad- 
mitted on the 28th of March, 1829; he 
stated that seven or eight years ago, a livid 
blotch, similar to an ecchymosis, had, with- 
out any obvious cause, formed in the 

mar surface of the right hand ; and after 

aving remained stationary during almost a 
twelvemonth, became covered with a small 
bladder, which, being punctured, discharged 
a reddish fluid; the blotch subsequently re- 
assumed its former appearance, but some- 
what enlarged, and became, shortly after- 
wards, covered by another bladder, which 
disappeared under the same symptoms as 
before. On the further end repeated re- 
currence of these phenomena, the patient 
applied to a surgeon, who cauterised the 
biatch with the nitrate of silver; after 
the eschar had detached, profuse and un- 
healthy suppuration ensued, and continued 
under several methods of treatment which 
the patient underwent, but of which he was 
unable to give any correct account; it ap- 
pears, however, that caustic solutions of 
various kinds were applied. In 1828, the 

i assumed a more malignant charac- 
ter; two distinct tumours formed, of which 
the one was of a fungous appearance, and 
covered with sanious matter, the other 
still covered by skin, but extremely pain- 
ful. Under a reguler course of mercury, 
and the local application of arsenic, the two 
tumours gradually disappeared, cicatrisation 
took place, and, for some time, there exist- 
ed no trace of the disease, except a few 
small livid blotches at the inner surface 
of the hand; within a short time, how- 
ever, a new tumour formed on the back 
of the hand between the two first meta- 
carpi, but without causing any incon- 
venience until the beginning of February, 
when the blotches on the palin became the 
seat of most violent shooting pain; the 
arsenic was now again applied, but not with 

same effect as before; for after the 
eschar had come away, a fungous tumour 
began to protrude from the ulcerated sur- 
face, and rapidly increased to an extraor- 
dinary size. On his admission into the 
hospital, the whole palmar surface of the 
hand, with the exception of the region of 
the fifth metacarpal bone, was occupied by 
a very hard, painful, and almost globular tu- 
mour, of more than two inches in diameter, 
of uneven surface, and traversed by a longi- 
tudinal furrow ; at the circumference, it gra- 
dually terminated in the skin; its centre was 


MELANOTIC TUMOUR. 


ulcerated, of a brown livid colour, and dis* 
charged very fetid sanious matter. The tu- 
mour on the back of the hand was smaller, 
free from pain, and covered by very thin 
skin, through which the melanotic colour of 
the subjacent tissue was distinctly visible ; 
the other parts of the hand appeared to be 
healthy; there was no swelling, and the 
fingers were moved with the greatest fa- 
cility. The general state of the patient 
being very satisfactory, MM. Marjolin and 
Blandin decided for the amputation of the 
hand, as the extirpation of the tumours 
was impracticable, on account of the large 
surface which the disease occupied, and of 
the ill consequences which ulceration might 
be attended with; besides, it was impos- 
sible to determine how deep seated the dis- 
ease was. The operation was, on the 5th of 
May, performed by M. Blandin; @ semi- 
lunar flap was formed of the dorsal surface 
of the hand, and of the skin of the palm ; as 
much was spared as appeared perfectly 
healthy. Only two vessels were tied during 
the operation, which was performed with un- 
common quickness. The wound was united 
by adhesive plaster, and a bladder, with 
ice, placed over it. In order to prevent the 
accumulation of purulent matter between 
the muscles, which is so often observed 
after amputation of the hand, graduated 
compresses were applied along the posterior 
and anterior surface of the arm. After the 
operation, the patient was rather agitated ; 
and, in the evening, his sensibility was so 
much exalted, that the least touch caused 
the most excruciating pain. On the follow- 
ing morning he was still more irritable, so 
that M. Blandin, being apprehensive of the 
accession of tetanus, ordered the external 
and internal use of opium ; the application 
of ice was continued. On the 7th the ex- 
treme sensibility had a little diminished, but 
the forearm having become swelled, the 
graduated compresses were removed; the 
external use of opium was discontinued. 
On the 8th, the patient felt ——- well ; 
the dressings being removed for the first 
time, the wound was found almost completely 
united. The remedies were continued, and 
he was allowed weak beef-tea. During the 
following days his general state continued to 
be satisfactory ; and, on the 12th, one of the 
ligatures came away. On the 13th, he was 
rather agitated ; and, on removing the dress- 
ing on the 14th, the wound was found to be 
surrounded by slight erysipelatous inflam- 
mation; it was accordingly dressed with 
dry lint, over which an emollient poultice 
was applied. On the 17th, the erysipelas 
had begun to disappear, but the patient 
complained of violent pain in the ior 
surface of the lower portion of arm, 
where an abscess formed, which, being 


opened on the 19th, discharged a: great 
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DOUBLE VISION.—LACHRYMAL TUMOUR. 603 


of purulent matter; the wound 
the operation, had almost completely 
cicatrised. On the 24th, erysipelas again 
appeared, and rapidly spread over the fore- 
arm. On the @7th, the whole limb was 
swelled, and the erysipelas had extended to 
the upper arm; the poultice was disconti- 
nued, and linen, with common cerate, used 
in its stead. On the @d of May a blister was 
applied on the forearm, in order to check 
the further progress of erysipelas, which, 
from this moment, was limited, and even- 
tually dispersed undef the formation of 
small abscesses at the anterior surface of 
the lower portion of the forearm. The 
swelling of the arm continued, however, 
until a circular e was applied from 
the cicatrix up to the shoulder, under the 
use of which it had, on the 23d, completely 
subsided, when the patient left the hospital 
in apparent health. 

On examination of the removed part, 
the subcutaneous veins were found gorged 
with blood, and the cellular tissue by which 
they werejsurrounded, of a dark-red colour, as 
if with ecchymosed blood. The tu- 
mour on the inner surface of the hand was 

incipally seated in the palmar aponeurosis, 
i had numerous prolongations, which 
penetrated between the interstices of the 
muscles; one of them extending upwards 
through the ligamentum carpi ; the tendons 
of the flexor muscles of the fore and middle 
finger, though themselves not altered in 
structure, were completely surrounded by 
melanotic matter, and the spaces between 
the me bones were also filled by it. 
The tumour itself was of the size of an 
orange, but of irregular form, and un- 
even surface, except on the ulcerated por- 
tion ; it was of a slate colour ; its tissue was 
similar to that of steatomatous tumours, and, 
on pressure, discharged a black fluid. The 
tumour on the back of the hand was smaller 
and more superficial, but of the same colour 
and consistence.—Journ. Hebdomad, 


HOTEL-DIEU. 


CASE OF DOUBLE VISION. 


C. D., a printer, about 60 years of age, of 

a healthy constitution, applied to the Hotel 
Dieu on the 30th of April, on account of 
impaired vision. He stated, that he had for 
some months been subject to an oppressive 
pa the forehead, but had never been 
ted with any disease of the eyes, except 
that the right eye was much more irritable 
than the left, and rather subject to epiphora. 
Towards the end of April last, when walk- 
ing in the street, he observed that a cloud 


could not distinguish any thing ; at the same 
time the light was very disagreeable, and 
the pupils much contracted. A bleeding 
from the arm having produced but a slight 
amelioration, he went to the hospital, where 
he was again bled on the ist of March, 
with somewhat better effect, for the headach 
diminished, and sight became more dis- 
tinct; the contraction of the pupils, how- 
ever, continued. He was ordered spare 
diet, and in the evening four grains of tar- 
tarised antimony, which induced purging, 
but no vomiting. On the following morn- 
ing, the cloud before his eyes was complete- 
ly dispersed, but every thing appeared dou- 
ble to him; one of the images was very 
clear and distinct; the other, which was 
smaller, more obscure, and, as it were, in- 
definite, disappeared whenever he moved 
his head, or when the objects themselves 
were moved; the diplopia also ceased when 
one eye wasclosed. Upto the 5th of May 
no change took place in the condition of the 
patient ; from this period, however, blisters 
being successively applied over the whole 
forehead, the diplopia gradually diminished, 
and the patient began to see objects single, 
whenever they were not more than seven or 
eight inches distant from the eye. On the 
17th, a seton having been put in the neck, 
the improvement still continued, and objects 
even ata considerable distance were perceived 
simple, though rather confused ; and when- 
ever the patient turned round, or when he 
for some time fixed his eyes on one and the 
same object, double vision returned: the 
same happened with all objects seen ata 
great distance. Under the use of aperients 
and spare diet, the seton being at the same 
time made to discharge freely, he gradually 
improved, and within a short time simple 
vision was perfectly restored.—Journ. Heb- 
dom. 


SURGICAL & OPHTHALMIC CLINIC, 
OF THE UNIVERSITY AT BONN, 


POLY POUS TUMOUR IN THE LACRHYMAL SAC, 


S. Gresin, etat. 32, of a delicate con- 
stitution, having, from her 18th year, re- 
gularly menstruated, was, in the summer of 
1823, affected with chronic coryza, which, 
on the least exposure to cold, became very 
troublesome, and, after having continued for 
more than a year, was accompanied with 
profuse epiphora, to which, shortly after- 
wards, violent inflammation of the lachrymal 
duct and sac, with an erysipelatous swelling 
of the face, acceded. ‘The acute symptoms 
having gradually subsided, there remained 
a very tense and painful tumour of the la- 
chryma! sac, which, on pressure, was obsery- 


formed before bis eyes, so that be 


ed to a @ great quantity of puriform 
mucus through the nostni! and the lachrymal 
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puncta. From this time the patient was 
subject to repeated attacks of inflammation 
of the lachrymal sac ; the tumour itself did 
not increase in size, but became more firm, 
and did not yield to pressure so completely 
as before ; at the same time the lachrymal 
canal became partially obliterated, and it 
was only by very strong pressure that any 
ent matter was discharged through it. 
owards the end of September, 1828, she 
was admitted at the institution, under the 
care of Professor von Walther, who, on 
examining the tumour, found it very hard, 
and on strong pressure distinctly felt a solid 
body in its centre, which appeared to be 
moveable, of globular form, and about the 
size of a onal filbert ; the lachrymal ducts 
seemed almost completely obliterated, for 
there was hardly any purulent matter dis- 
charged through them during the examina- 
tion. M. von Walther was rather doubtful 
whether the solid body in the tumour was 
a lachrymal calculus or a polypous excre- 
scence, An incision was made into it, and 
a considerable quantity of purulent mucus 
and tears having escaped, the polypus 
readily presented itself, attached to the an- 
terior paries of the sac by means of a thin 
but very firm pedicle, and this being divided 
the tumour was extracted without an 
further difiiculty. The nasal canal, which 
was found obliterated, was opened by means 
of a probe, and the wound simply dressed, 
The little tumour was perfectly solid, homo- 
geneous, and appeared to consist of albu- 
minous matter, coloured by blood. On the 
third day after the operation, a tent was 
placed in the lachrymal sac. From this time 
nothing remarkable was observed, and in 
the middle of January, 1829, the patient left 
the hospital perfectly cured.—Graefe und 
Walther’s Journ. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


WOUND OF THE HEAD-——HEMIPLEGIA. 


Susan Ranpatt, a child about four 
years of age, was brought into the hospi- 
tal, ist February last, with a wound of the 
head. Whilst playing, a boy struck her with 
a rake, one of the teeth of which penetrated 
the superior longitudinal sinus, near the 
anterior bregma. The little patient had lost 
two or three ounces of blood, seen to jet 
out at each pulsation of the brain. ‘The 
wound was dressed by Mr. Lamb Smith, 
with pledget and strapping, and lotions were 
ordered to be constantly applied. 

Feb. 2. A good deal of pain in the wound, 
and in the Rahend: a slight hemiplegic 
affection of the right side. A powder of 
thubarb and calomel to be given inmediate- 


HFAD WOUND.—LITHOTOMY. 


ly, and four leeches to be applied to the 
temples. 

4. Symptoms rather ameliorated ; leeches 
tu be repeated. 

5. Bowels open ; stools rather graveolent ; 
tepeat the powder. 

9. The hemiplegic affection entirely re- 
moved ; a slight purulent discharge from the 
wound, the edges of which are granulating. 

21. The general health has retrograded ; 
she has become dull and fretful ; refuses her 
food; skin dry, stools fetid; a scab has 
formed over the wound. The child is trans- 
ferred, by Mr. Gutbrie’s desire, to Sir Geo. 
Tuthill, who prescribed ten grains of scam- 
mony, with calomel, every night. 

23. A small collection of matter has taken 
place under the scalp near the wound, and 
is liberated. F 

March 14. The child is very sluggish, fret- 
ful when spoken to, sleeps much, and un- 
easily ; extreme languor, loss of appetite, 
pallid countenance ; left pupil contracted ; 
right pupil dilated ; skin dry, bowels cos- 
tive, urine scanty; odema of the lower 
extremities. Pulse 110, irritable, Take of 

Spirit of nitric ether, 4 drachms ; 

Cream of tartar, 2 drachms ; 

Spearmint water, 8 ounces, Mix an 

ounce, to be drunk every six hours. 

April 1. The a blis- 
ter to the nape the neck; a purging 
powder every night. 

2. An abscess has formed in the heel, and 
is this day opened ; about six drachms of 
healthy pus discharged. 

€. The patient is considerably better, 
plays with another child cheerfully ; bowels 
open; stools of a good colour, consistence, 
and smell; urine copious, and the other 
emunctories in action; the abscess in the 
heel nearly closed ; the wound of the scalp 
still secerning a little matter. 

8. The edema has disappeared, and the 
child may be considered convalescent. 

20. Discharged in good health. 

Mr. Guthrie remarked of {this case, 
that the longitudinal sinus might be opened 
without much inconvenience, the hamor- 
tha stopping, sua te, in a short 
The of the sides of 
the longitudinal sinus prevents the effusion 
of blood, and, consequently, pressure from a 
coagulum within the cranium: the symp- 
toms he ascribed to incipient hydrocephalus, 


LITHOTOMY. 
(Case of Michael Atherton, concluded from 
page 540.) 


July 16. Considerable restlessness exists 
during his waking hours, and starting during 
sleep, and other indications of bydrocepha- 
lus ; skin hot ; stools offensive ; pulse 130; 
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INJURIES FROM A FALL.—CARCINOMA. 


tongue loaded. Mr. J. R. Alcock gave him 
the following at bed time :— 

Calomel, 2 grains ; 

James's powder, 2 grains ; 

Lump sugar, 4 grains. Mix. 

17. Passed an uneasy night; feces pass 
through the wound ; but the little fellow ap- 
pears rather more cheerful this morning. 
Continues the saline and antimonial medi- 
cine. 

18. Has passed rather a better night, but 
an unfavourable change took place this morn- 
ing. He has become excessively irritable ; 
a slight convulsive fit occurred at 9 a.m. 
Skin hot; pulse innumerable; breathing 
difficult. The warm bath at 11, surface 
cold and mottled; pulse imperceptible. 
Twelve, at noon, he expired. Examination 
not permitted, 


INJURIES OCCASIONED BY A PALL. 


Morgan Thomas, a stout well built man, 
about 40 years old, was brought in on Tues- 
day, 28th ultimo, at ten a.m., having fallen 
on his head from a scaffold forty feet high. 
When first seen, he was in the following 
state. Recumbent on his back; surface 
cold, countenance pallid, pupils dilated, 
ecchymosis of the left eyelids ; mixed ve- 
nous and arterial blood flowing freely from 
the left ear, above which was a ragged 
wound, extending across the pars squamosa 
of the temporal bone; on introducing a 
finger, a fissure was distinctly perceptible. 
The man was insensible to all outward im- 
pressions; breathing slow and laborious, 
with slight stertor ; an occasional gurgling 
in the pharynx indicated an obscure con- 
sciousness in that viscus, of some extra- 
neous substance, probably blood flowing 
from the Eustachian tube. ‘The carpal end 
of the radius of the right forearm was broken 
within an inch of the wrist, and the bursa of 
the left rotula was torn open. To obviate 
the collapse, Mr. D. O. Edwards, who re- 
ceived the patient, determined on the im- 
mediate application of stimulants; and, 
judging from the general stupor, that the 
sensitive property of the glottis might be 
impaired, he introduced along gum-elastic 
tube h the left nostril, into the 
esophagus, and, with the aid of a common 
Syringe, injected an ounce and a half of 
brandy ; this was to be repeated every 
hour until the arrival of the assistant sur- 
geon. The head was then shaved, and an 
evaporating lotion applied ; hot applications 
were made to the lowerlimbs, and the trunk 
was well covered with blankets. 

Mr. Harding arrived at noon, and laid bare 
the bone by reflecting the temporal muscle ; 
he discovered two nae of the temporal 
bone, meeting, at an acute angle, in the 


auditory process, and extending upwards, 
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through the pars squamosa, into the os pu- 
rietale. The angle was considerably de- 
pressed ; it was raised by an elevator, and 
removed with a Hey's saw; a spiculum of 
bone, which had penetrated the dura mater, 
was then drawn out. The wound was closed 
with a suture. A momentary effect was 
produced, the irides became contractile for 
a few seconds, and the stomach resumed its 
sen and threw off a coagulum of blood ; 

t this effort of nature to rally was but of 
very short duration ; the irides again ex- 
panded, and the stomach became power- 
less. The stimulant plan was coutinued 
during the remainder of the poor fellow’s ex- 
istence. which terminated at five a.m. of 
Wednesday, 29th July. 


Autopsy 32 hours after decease. 


The subject was muscular ; all the pecto- 
ral, abdominal, and pelvic viscera, sound. 
The calvarium was carefully removed, and 
the brain taken out; a coagulum involved 
the whole basis external to the arachnoid 
tunic. The fracture extended across the 
base, as far as the pars squamosa of the op- 
posite bone ; the left os petrosum broken 
into several fragments ; the tympanum, la- 
byrinth aqueductus Fallopii, with the facial 
nerve, and canalus caroticus, clearly ex- 
hibited. The membrana tympani, cavernous 
sinus, and the circular sinus of Ridley, la- 
cerated ; the basilar process of the os occi- 
pitis riven from the sella turcica, and the 
sphenoidal sinuses exposed. The fracture 
was starlike, having four radii, its cen- 
tre being the left os petrosum. Two radii, 
extending as described, upwards through the 
squamose portion, one across the base, and 
another forward, through the ala major, into 
the orbitar process of the os sphenoides. 
The lateral sinuses were impacted with co- 
agula. The brain did not appear much con- 
gested ; but a few drachms of grumous blood 
were found in the ventricles. 


GUY’S HOSPITAL. 


CARCINOMA OF THE BREAST. 


Tvesvay, July 28. The only operation 
performed here this day was by Mr. Mor- 
gan, on a female about forty years of age, 
for the removal of a cancerous breast. This 
was effected, in his usual manner, by the 
double elliptical incision, and two arteries 
secured, After its removal, the edges of 
the wound were brought together, and held 
in approximation by a single sutare in the 
centre; a broad pledget of lint was then 
placed above, aad a corresponding one below 
the wound, leaving its lips exposed between 
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606 HEMORRHAGE FROM TRE GUMS. 

the , which were afterwards crossed | are again completely covered with blood al- 
two broad strips of adhesive plaster. | most immediately. Ordered 
vious to the application of the dressings, 2 

a small portion of the mamma, which had| Superacetate of lead, two grains; 

been left at the upper pirt of the wound,) Opém, half a grain every six hours. 

was dissected out from beneath the integu-| pean of castor oil early to-morrow 


ments, This the operator afterwards point- 
ed out as containing several black points, 
each of which, he stated, was enclosed in a 
sac; but, on minute inspection, we could 
not (with the naked eye) detect any such 
structure. These, he said, constituted the 
disease in its incipient stage, and had the 
onhes been removed, there would have 

a recurrence of the complaint, proba- 
bly to the same extent as had, under the then 
existing circumstances, required an opera- 
tion. On examining the breast after its re- 
moval, a section being made across the dis- 
eased portion, (which was not of large ex- 
tent,) the cheracteristics of cancerous dis- 
ease, in a more advanced stage, bevame evi- 
dent, and ought, he said, to have been fully 
developed, yet the integuments remained 
entire. The cancerous part wes of a hard 
cartilaginous nature, but easily torn by the 
fingers, having in its centre a softer kind 
of cheesy looking substance, of a lightish | 
brown colour. In different parts of the 
mammary substance, there could be dis- 
covered other traces of the disease in a less 
advanced stage, and the centre was found 
hard and scirrhous, having white ligamen- 
tous bands passing to the circumference. 
Here were likewise seen several black 
points similar to those already mentioned, 
One of the glands towards the axilla was en- 
larged, which the operator stated to proceed 
from sympathetic irritation, and which, he 
said, would most probably subside, as he 
had frequently found in cases of this de- 
scription. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


PROFUSE H#MORRHAGE FROM THE GUMS, 


Dantet Donovan, aged 40, was admitted 
by Dr. Elliotson, on the 25th of June, into 
Jacob’s Ward, with haemorrhage, proceed- 
ing from around the first and second right 
bicuspid teeth of the upper jaw. The 
bleeding has existed, he says, for nearly 
three months, and has made him very pale 
and thin, and exceedingly weak. Bowels 
slightly constipated ; tongue not coated ; 

se small and weak. Says he never had 
Lemenhage of any kind before, except oc- 
casional bleeding at the nose about three 
years ago, and has never adopted any medi- 


cal treatment. It is now so profuse, that if 
the teeth be sponged perfectly clean, they 


29. The bleeding has evidently decreased, 
Hes no pain or griping of the abdomen. 
Bowels open. The superacetate of lead to 
be given every four hours, 

30. Hemorrhage increased since yester- 
day, but is still less than on admission. 
Bowels open ; pulse 84, soft and weak ; no 


pain of abdomen. 
July 3. There is still considerable hamor- 
rhage, but less than on admission, 
of lead, three grains every 
our hours. 
4. Has vomited twice to-day; free from 
pain, but very wenk ; appetite ; bowels 


open. Two raw eggs daily beat up in two 
pints of milk, Take the superacetate of 
lead every three hours. 

6. Hemorrhage decreasing. 

9. The bleeding has entirely ceased since 
yesterday, and he has not experienced any 
inconvenience whatever from the medicine, 
but obstinately refuses to take any more, 
because, he says, *‘ it makes him so weak,” 
although warned that, unless he does so, 
the bleeding will probably return, and may 
very possibly occasion death. He was, 
therefore, dismissed. 

Dr. Etliotson, addressing the pupils in 
reference to the above case, observed, 

“This case illustrates the utility and 
safety with which large doses of lead may be 
given. In some books it is said that lead 
should never be given ee in many 
others, that a grain or two may be adminis- 
tered every four or six hours. I have fre- 
quently given, as in this case, three grains 
every two or three hours; and even for a 
length of time, generally without any in- 
convenience, and always with no more than 
was easily subdued. If the bowels are kept 
regularly open by castor oil, no colic of im- 
portance need be feared; and pains of the 
limbs, which may follow its use, generally 
soon give way to colchicum. If a grain or 
two every four hours will stop a hwmor- 
rhage, larger quantities would be absurd and 
unjustifiable ; but I have seen many cases so 
profuse or obstinate, that, as in this in- 
stance, larger doses were required, and 
proved successful.” 

We have ascertained within the last 
week, that the bleeding has returned in 
large quantities, 
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morning. 
4 27. Hemorrhage continues without any 
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CHOREA.—ADULTERATION OF BREAD. 607 


d al- CHOREA. admission, ceased in a few days; and Dr, 
: Elliotson has always seen, not only head- 
Ellen Donlyn, a girl of tolerably healthy | ach, but vertigo, and even a little numb- 
age, wasadm) on the June, er course, they might be so strong 8s to re- 
Dr. Elliotson’s care, with St. Vitus's dance. | quire leeches and purgatives ; but this is so 
rrow The first perceived has never met with an 
convulsive twitchings e@ upper extremi- | | should be steadil r 
any ties on the 20th of May which have | in, The the 
been gradually increasing up to the present | six to twelve weeks. No amendment may be 
ased. time ; and have now also attacked the lower | perceptible for a month or six weeks: but 
men. extremities, in consequence of which her) Dr. Elliotson has never met with a failure in 
ad to walk is very unsteady, and she invariably | his own practice. 
falls in attempting to stoop, as in curtsying. 
ster- Has not any headach, or thirst, neither is 
sion. there pain, or tension of the abdomen, or 
3 no other symptom of worms; pulse natural ; EXETER HOSPITAL. 
bowels regular; tongue slightly coated _ 
mor- white. 
Ordeted, subcarbonate of iron, '? drachms LIGATURE ON THE AORTA. 
to given every six hours, and if the ., Mr. 
very bowels should be confined, half an ounce of Cu 
castor oil occasionally, of the surgeons of this institution placed a 
= 7th. Convulsive motions not diminished ; ligature upon the aorta, in a case of aneu- 
yirels complains of pain in the head, which is ra- | rism of the external iliac artery. In one of 
pulse 80, = and | the Exeter papers, it is stated that the ope- 
not full; wels open; tongue whitish. | pas; ‘ ed 
Continue the subcarbonste of iron, and, performed but 
es poclhnncon it was that kind of success of which the 
—_ Oth. Ws asleep and quiet, when visited | /tishman boasted when he had killed his 
. by Dr. Elliotson, this morning. The sister | bog, for the patient survived the infliction 
‘cin z of the ward says, she complains less of pain | of the knife only two or three hours. It is 
ere, twitchings| an appalling operation, and we hope not to 
eak,” eg: , _| hear of its repetition—at least in a case of 
on igth, The headach has entirely ceased ; 
soe bowels regular; pulse soft and natural. anetrism of the external iliac artery. 
emf Continue the medicine. 
: 16th. Remains free from pain, and there 
te in is less twitching of the extremities; can 
walk more firmly, a - falls on attempt- ADULTERATION OF BREAD. 
ing to curtsy; wels open; tongue —— 
= clean. : To the Editor of Tux Lancer, 
"teed July 19th. Has continued free from all 
= in, and been graduallyimproving since the} My pean Lancet,—I am quite satis« 
wore Test report ; she is now perfectly steady ;| fied you will forgive this familiarity of ad- 
» fe. the dose of carbonate of iron has not been | dress, when I acquaint you, that though we 
rrains at all increased, and the bowels having been are personally unknown to each other, 
fr 0 relieved daily, it has only been found neces- | 1 consider you to have done much good, 
@ te sary to administer the castor oil once; whether regarded in the form of a broad« 
than tongue clean; pulse natural; continue the | shouldered, spear-pointed instrument, or 
kept subcarbonate of iron. in that of a weekly periodical. Your 
of im- 30th, Disebarged well. opinions are daily gaining ground amongst 
f the Dr. Elliotson remarks, that the treatment | well-disposed and well-informed mem- 
erally of chorea with the subcarbonate of iron, is| bers of the medical profession, and with the 
a of far more successful than with purgatives. community at large ; and there can be no 
sahere Since Dr. Elliotson published a report — doubt of your achieving, before long, a com- 
co-Chirurgical Transactions, he heretofore o u. Your conduct satis- 
nearly twenty cases of the disease, and every fies me are indifferent to no abuse, 
| and one was cured by the subcarbonate. The | the exposition of which, will contribute to 
bowels should, of course, be kept regularly } the preservation of human life, to the main- . 
» Test open, but nothing more is necessary. The taining of health, and, consequently, to the 
ed in present patient took but one dose of castor general promotion of industry, activity, and 
oil, the whole time she was in the hospital. happiness. With these remarks | am now 
The headach, experienced soon after her| anxious to call your attention to an evil of 
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the most mischievous character, I mean the 
quality of the bread of the metropolis, as I 
am convinced, if you will set to work & la 
Lancer, and bleed Mr. Dough powerfully, 
that you will do more good towards correct- 
ing the evil in one week, than the legisla- 
ture ina session. ‘This article, so essential 
to life, and to the poor man and his family 
particularly, is most grossly adulterated with 
alum, which, swallowed in the form of 
bread, is most injurious to health, and tends 
much to shorten the duration of life. A 
at number of men, women, and children 
the country, who have been accustomed 
to eat home-made bread, and drink home- 
brewed beer, b ionally objects of 
my observation. Shortly after the arrival of 
these people in the metropolis, they com- 
plain of ‘languor, headach, constipation, and 
general derangement, which I have no hesi- 
tation in ascribing to the bread they are 
obliged to eat. No argument which is fa- 
vourable to the murderous system thus fol- 
lowed by the baker, can be drawn from the 
use of alum in the hands of the physician ; 
for if this were allowed to have any weight 
with us, the use of arsenic, were it available 
to the nefarious purposes of tlie baker, 
and a variety of other articles of medicine, 
might be justified on the same principle. 
To remedy the evil, not only ought the 
Baker to be severely fined for purchasing 
the alum himself, or through his agents, but 
the druggist, grocer, apothecary, or chemist, 
convicted of selling it, knowing the purposes 
to wiiich it is to be applied, should be se- 
verely punishable by law. As | know no 
man who earns his loaf with more credit to 
himself and utility to the public than your- 
self, I have earnestly to entreat your ener- 
ic aid, in remédying an evil of so 
itions, and unfeeling a character. It 
falls, in the first instance, principally on the 
poor, but, in its ultimate operations, affects 
the pockets of the opulent, and the indus- 
trious, I am sure you will enter warmly 
into the disgrace thus entailed on my name 
and family by unprincipled men; a family 
su by none in antiquity and utility, 

trusting to your aid. ' 

I am, my dear Lancer, 


Pants. 
London, July 25, 1829. 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Dr. Mappox Trittey has in the press, 
A Practical Treatise on Diseases of the 
Genitals of the Male ; with a Preliminary 
Essay on the History, Nature, and General 
Treatment of Lues Venerea; and an En- 


graving of Elephantiasis of the Serotum. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Communications have been received from 
Dr. Mason—Mr. J, Heckwith—Mr. Brad- 
ley—Mr. Charles Roberts—Mr. Thomas 
Wright—Mr. Richard Laming—Mr. John 
Perkins—Mr. John M. Draper—Dr. Ed- 
wards—Mr. Dewhurst—Mr. Winslow—Dr. 
Walker—Mr. Rickards—Mr. Barham—Mr. 
George Pbillipson—Mr. Milburne—Jus- 
titia—Expositor—A Reformer—Viator—A 
Correspondent from Dublin—A Licentiate 
of the Hall—Petens. 


The communications of ‘ T.{W.” and Mr. 
Millar, will appear next week. 


If the Royal College of Surgeons echoed 


the voice of the profession, the abuses of 
which ‘‘ Castigator, Mr, Henderson, Serator, 
M.W. H., A Pupil, Viator, A Country 
Practitioner, and Vhilo-Veritas,” complain, 
would not exist a single month. We have 
no efficient governing body ; hence there is 
nothing but quackery and confusion. Sooner 
or later the Charter must be abrogated. 


itor’s” accusations partake too 
much of a personal attack to be inserted, 
unless they areauthenticated by the au- 
thor’s name and address. 


“ L. B., Greenwich.” The question pro- 
posed cannot be answered in this piece: 
but if L. B. will appoint a time when he can 
call, we shall be Lappy to see him on the 
subject of his note, which we gsegret had 
been mislaid. 


Many thanks to a “ Licentiate ;” but we 
cannot avail ourselves of his offer. 


Mr, Green's paper contains some inge- 
nious ulations ; buat the article is mach 
too long for the limits of this joarnal. 


The Council have just passed some very 
LIBERAL “ regulations,” in order to 
the wrath of the “ country draff.” A tub to 
the whale. ‘Lhe scheme will not succeed. 


*—+.” We know the fellow well. 
He is high enough at present, but ** down, 
down,” will ring in his ears, ere long. He 
is a renk impostor. 

Will the author of a satirical poem on the 
College of Surgeons, which was forwarded 
to us about three years since, favour us, con- 
fidentially, with his name and address? 


H. &., of Bedford, we hear, is on the 
fret. He may be assured that Mr. Taylor 
has done his duty. We expect to be able 
to send a certain paper to him by this 
night's mail, What will be sey to that? 
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